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ALL OUT FOR LABOUR
-he announcement of 2,000 job losses at Devonport d.ocks
srcws thal no-one is safe fron Thatcherism. Three years
::: lhese workers were the toast of the Tories. Today
r-he-r have been dumped on the dole queue. For there is no
rrcn ior sentimentality in Thatcher's strategy - and day
i1' Ca1,' '"hat strategy becones clearer to afl of us,

,11 lhe lalk of 'restoring the competitiveness of Britihh
i:-'-lusr.r,. aclually means an atternpt to drive down the
l'r;'::€ slandrds of ordinary wlrking people i.n order to
'ln'ue up the profots of big business. It means a redist-
ribution of wealth from the poor to the rich. That means
p,-rshing wages down and disrnantling our welfa.re state.
licthi.ng is sacrerl as the Tories ruthlessly pursue this
strategv. Four milfion people put on the do1e, Hage coun-
c-ils abolished, hospitals closed, educationaf standards
pushed'celow the lega1 1evel....and while we suffer Brit-
ish Tefecorl is sold off to those who can afford the shares
:-t half their tnre value: in effect a handout of over
one bil-l:on pounds to those most affluent in our society,

Bu*. cne thing stands in the way of this strategy. People
around the country are rejecting these policies in:rncre"slng nurnbbrs. The loeal councils which represent
them refuse to cut services, and so thrr:w people out of
work, as cenlral government demands. Where this happens
does thls governnent }isten to the people and accept our
tradition of local democracy? That is not their way. In-
stead lhey try to destroy those who disagree with then.
Just as Thatcher has tried to eliminate the Trades Unions
who defend jobs and conditions, just as there have been
atLenpls to i,mprison civil servants who revealed her
ninisters lving to parliament, so she tries to destroy
lhose councils who defend local services. Despite the fact
that all enquiries, including a Conservative enquiry in
l?77, found lhat the Creater london Councif is both nore
efficienl an.l cheaper than any alternatlve, Thatcher is
trying to abolish i.t, In this government we have a terri-
fy1ryq v'1sion of the authorilarian state. A state that will
accept no opinion but its onn.

Brrt it ]s not.just London that is affectal, it is also us
h,rle ln l)evon. (lllilnges in Rrte Support havc neant the losc
ot' over a million pounds in revenue, Services are inevit-
ably reduced. YeL we could not increase services even if
re uanled to. The Tory Rate{apping laws mean that they
tell us what we can spend. If xe disagree they can send in
lheir comnissioners to take us over. The government in
London actually presumes to tell us what services we need

1oca}}y and takes away our right to choose.

Steve Reicher
Exeter CLP

The importance of the County Council efecticns is that
they nay be the last time our vote has any real meaning.
In its drive to attack workirg people ttre Tories seek
to concentrate all power in their hands and to destroy
Ioca.1 autonomy. Thus the fi-ght for jobs, the fight against
the cuts and the fight for 1ocaI denocracy are all closely
linked, The lesson from this is obvlous. Thatcher has shownthat if she manages to isolate groups of people she can
defeat them. However if a}] the struggles are linked
together success is possible. fncreasing numbers of people
now reaLise this. those defending the Metropolitan Councils
against abolition, workers in the publi-c sector facingjob losses, people facing cuts in education and heaLth,
people facing racial or sexual oppression, aI1 know thatin unity lies strength.

It is only the labour Party, with its 1inks with the
I-abour Movenent, that can bring the strlggles together.
As we see Thatcher }osing popularity, her government
beginning to topple, there is a crucial chillenge before
the Party. Let us be a focus for a generalised iightback
against Thatcherism. Just as she unashamedly promotes the
interests of the rich 1et us be open in our-defence of
working and oppressed people, Il IS TN TI.IIS SPIRTT THAT
hIE SAY, I.IHEREVER YOU AFE, \l]TE LABOUR ON MAY 2Nd.
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Editorial

There is often an attempt to portray the lefE as r.rn-
denpcracic. &tt npre and mrre'r^rc see the right as the true
enemies of denocracy; the Tories wtro reacE fo local
electorates who vote against chem by renroving Lheir
Iigh! t" vote; che.righr wing of the Labour Farry r,l-ro
consrstently campaigned againsE attenrpts to extend CherlghE of our nembership.

In fact, socialism has always rreant an excension of
deniccracy. We should not oniy be able to vote for parl_
ianenE, but co control every-aspecE of our 1ives, what
happens at our work-place, irow bur hospitals and schools
are run, how the police force operates" But iE is essential
thaE the principle of denncracy do€s not stop at the
doors of the Labour parEy. o:rs nusl be an open parEyin r"trich the nembership decides and ics deciiioni are
acted upon.

IE is onLy by berrg open that \rre can attract in themillions of. people, young and old, nen and wcnen, black
and white who are forced into action by the ravagesof Thatcherlsm. They nusr. feel rhat rhey belong so thacthe L,abour Party is transforned into rhe policlcal voiceot a people in action.

If that i-s the thene of this issue of Briefinp- i,- ie
also the reason why Briefing ;*i;4":-0r;-;i, i; ;; ;;r,
together this radical coalition and to provide the socialistanalysis upon r"hich it can be built. The paper is an
open fonm for all those on the lefC who want to exchange
ideas and inErocluce a campaigning thrust to our party.
The power of Briefing liei in iti diversiry. That is
lhy w,e are growing. IL is why we are beconine a radicallorce in local l,abour poliEi.cs. Join us and Icce]eraLe
Elrc change.

and nationalism. This is che real rneaning of che 'Falklandsfactorr. [i1u jingoiscic frevour was whipped up so asto present Thatcher as Britannra represenring cfri: fngiisn
:::i3:.rhe facr was ignored rhar she was actlally aiii.fingthe nalion. 'ihe tighc o[ BriEian againsL ArgenLina wasa cover for the war of rich againsE poor. Ei,,er sinceThatcher has used tl"re ideolog! of Nalionality co conciuccher battles againsr rhe working 

"1u"". d;;;-;s rhe rroopsreturned she tried to use the iF.alklands spirit, toattack the NIIR vho r^rere portrayed as aCtaciing the ,nation,
b_; going on strike. More recently, she has been even
bolder calling the miners the ,enemy within,.

T:^fl:g"Orjs rhac, labour never broke with rhis reaclionary
^.1?.1?gI: .'t'hey.neekly railed Tharcher rarher rhan corningouc agarnst NationalisE canc and defending che working ciass.
F 19ng as rhere is no coherenc socj-alisE ialotogy
based on class we will never an-1rtr111t a substantive"Lhallengeto Thatcher, for while we may revile her rre cannot denythat she has a consistant case. So, in the abscense oian alternative, she wili maincain appeal. That is r"tryclear clGss analysis is noc a hlrury'for those in ivoiylowers buE. a vical and urgent necesiity.

Molesworth: the right to protest
RUSSEL SPEARS I^]HO ATTM,IDED TI{E RECENT C|.ID ]]T}IONSTMTIONAT MOI-ESI^IORTIi I,RITES oN Hot^J TI{E THATCHfli"R-EGIr'.,i8 ls usII.JG
OPPRESSIVE IEGISLAT]ON AND POLICE SrErE TACITCS T'O STiF-IIDISSENT AND PROIEST

The CND Easter denpnstration at Molesrdorth reaffirnpd
llf.::.iy:,ryp.rtar opposirion Eo lil; ;;;;.**nL,s nuctearI irrcy, ano Ene slElnB- ol Arerican Cruise Missiles inparEicular. Three coadhes f.*, g""t.i ;IJne-contriUutedto an esculated fifrv-thousand aenonstiutlis o., grst".
Monday.

T.,is was an imporcant event noE least because it marked
scrEEhing of a rest case concerni-ng Ehe right co leg_itimate.protesr. The laEesr tactici employEd by the
MoD co 'deter' O{D began in February with'the Lrutal
e..,iccj-on of peace prorester, rt-111e i{esiltine oresided
over the erecclon of seven rniles of galvanised steel
fenci,rg (a. snip at seven million porid" to the tax payer)
Egpped wiEh rhe latest j:l barbed vrire technology.nl1^this rl a place wlrere missiles w-il1 noC ariive r:nti1
198E,-and US Congress have noE yet even confirnred che
need for a second base.

Having.adroitly swung public s)mpathy b€hind OlD, Hesilcine
proceeded to force throgg! by-laws cii-rninalising'rr""pu""i",
.thus trying to_put che 1id on any form of protest.
hh:-1e loca1 police appeared co be takilg a nore isoftly_
sottly' approach, the presence of fourcEen different
constabluaries, incltrding GreaEer }l,anchester and the
N1et, suggest once rrnre chat the goverrurEnt is not affraicito use the.police as Ehe long arm of the state.

hhile che dernonstration was.officially described as "generallypeaceful' scnre incidents telied this. At Ehe main gatE police'
were.regulariy usilg 'snach squad, taccics and nnuiting'
:ryIigur, charges. In one jncid-ent an &<ecer man, caughi
Denrnd the blr.re cordon, rras arresEed for ,being held-by
a policeman' - otherwiie l.nown as oUstr,.rccio.,. si.r.u
Erying not to be held by a policennn is generally terned
asualE he took the easiest eourse. A famlliar incidentbefeli af least one other person fron Exeter, no charges
were brought and both r.vere-dr,unped outside the base at"
11pn with no obvious neans of trurrsport. (This happened toat least thircy i-rnchaged people) Since wastirg proresters
Ejre and roney are noc yet recognised offensei,'this all
,torms parE ot the cynical stracegy of deEerrence employed
by the police.

In Ehe end, for all his neddeling with the pack, liesiltine
could noc draw any conforc frcrn ihis rourra bf popuiar
di_ssent. Even the police saw attempts to crjminaiise
CND en masse as absr:rd. Attempts at marginalising supporr
were also feble ( how many @ple would-arrempE I ,pii..
Through_NAT0' ra1ly ? - r^E all know rLre 1ike1i oucccrrE
ot a referendun on Cruise) . I,Jhile Molesworth was an
obstacle course at many 1eve1s, the lefL shor:1d find
solace in the fact that O,{D's proninant activity is
winning gygr a majoriry of the-prblic without support from
ai,y establishnent quarters.

Words as weapons: Why we need
a socialist ideology

Jim Salter
Chair: E>o,puth Trades Council

The Tories have a vision of the future. Ic i-s a vision
cormunicaEed by Sir Johrn Hoskins of the CBI wiren he ralks
of ending all enrploy,rent proEection legislation, of cut-
Eing taxes for the rich and bebefits for rhe poor. It
is ccrmn:ricated by Margaret Thatcher r,tre:r she- praises

repressive dtctaEorsips j.rr rhe Far East while atEacking
workers in this counEry. &]c urostly it is ccnrrunicated
in acEions: the abolition of wage cotrnci-1s, the proposal
Eo dismancle a cenrury of legislation for workeri .igf,t",
Lhe viscious anci-trade union laws. The vision is oieof a servile over-raorked and under-paid workforce and,
growing fat on their labour, an evei-richer class ofbosses. LiEEle ruonder Thatcher feels so aL horne with
her Far EasEern hosts.

In this vision the victirs are Eurned onto scapegoats.
The. problem, ue are told, lies with che poor, ,iIh lury
workers, wiEh the r:nions. I,Je are bcrnbarded not only
w-ith Ehe sr,,eatshops but wich Ehe values of the Victorianera, In 1945 i.rc believed never again would any goverrurEnt
manage to_ impose such conditions and espouse srrc[ ideas.
Thatcher has managed ic. She is pushing us back into
Lhe L'lineteenEh Cenrury.

The question is how has she managed i!? With such anti-
denncrat.ic, plain unjusE. policiei how cone she was noE
only elected but re-elecEed wifh a substantial working
class vote. The ansrnrer, in la-,ge part, nust 1ie ac
Ehe level of ideology. Not in the sense of a conspiratorial
attenrpt Eo cover up reality, but rather as a deeper ingrained
seE of ideas that are rooted in our experience, pasE
and present, q*rich are reprocluced in our educacion,
our press, our very_language and wfiich prevenEs the
expression of any alternative view.

In a phrase Magaret Thatcher has sought Eo cover her
VicEorian policies with a Victorian rhetoric of Imp,erialism
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Tt]e urosL ifiportanE question facing Ehe Labour ParCy
Eoday is how Eo unite al1 those struggling against Thatcherism.
liow can we draw in those fighting to save their jobs,
those fighEing to save hospitals and schools, r+cxnen and
biack people opposing discriminacion, those resisting the
threat of nuclear \,rar, these and many nnre wtrose rights
and living scandards are under threaE.

Two things are essential, if we are to fu1fil1 Ehis task.
The firsE is on the 1evel of policy. We nnrst lisEen to
those various grorps; He rftist take their demands seriously.
We can no longer nnke do with staternents of nere sympathy
or token gesEures. The second has to do with denrocracy.If
pcople are to ccnE into our Party they nnrst feel thaE
thcir participation will achieve results; LhaE must nEan
an open party; a party v*rich is derrrcraEic at all 1evels.
In 1981 \^,e saw thaE how denrocratising the relatio-nship

6"n uu., MPs and constituencies brought people flooding
inEo our ranks in che belief that they could influence
how things are run.

We believe Ehatthia lesson nnrst apply to Ehe wards of
the Labour Party, for it is in the wards that our rrErnber-
ship is active and we cannot- hope to attracc activists
unless they know that tirre spent at nEetings is effeccive.
Thus the question of denocracy is not secondary, It is
a condition for an active and gro,ring l,abour Party.

Below rae publish two contributions rntLich address these
crucial guestions. Both deal \dith Ehe relationship betr,,reen
ward and G{C and the need for ward discussion Eo be reflected
in the action of GflC delegates. l^Je publish these picces
in order to introduce a debate on how Eo draw people into
our Party and vrelccrne contributions on any aspecE of this
debate.

Mandation Peter Bcrvring ;

Exel-er CI?

A couple of rnnths ago a resolution was passed in a l-abour
Party branch, with vJhich a senior Party officer did noc
agree. Failure to support even the discussion of the
resolution by the branch's delegates at the G{C was
noted at the following branch nreeting. In rep1y, Ehe
senior Party officer smiled and ccrnrented thaE there was
no reason why the branch's delegates at Ehe G4C should
supporE the branch's resolutions.

The qr-resEion thus posed is, whcrn do the branch delegates
represent ? The view expressed by the Party oficer is
that Ehe QiC delegates represenE only Ehemselves and
\4trat ccunts as 'individual judgenent'. This argunenr is
analagor-rs to the one employed by the SDP, vfiich says
that MPs are accountable to themselves, rather than the
polj-cical movenEnt wtrich put Ehem there.

indeed, the above theory of 'denrccracy' accords with
the often suated righc wing belief that the G{C is a
secret and confidential body. If Ehe branch delegaces
acted as proper delegates, though, they would have to
report back to the branches ard the wider nembership,
r,trich would make secrecy impossible. Further, the idea
rhaE. the G4C delegaces are nornandated to support branch
resolutions enhances the belief of senior Parcy officers
in Exeter that those at the bottcrn are accor:ntable to
tllose aC the top and not vice versa.

Mandating delegates to supporc che policy of the sponsor-
ing organisation (in this case the l-abour Party branches)
is an axiom of denrocracy. The 04C delegates are noc
elected for their ovm benefit, but to represnt the
branch. L/hen they cast their votes at the &1C, they
should do so on behalf of the ccrnrades jrr Ehe branch,
not on behalf of one person. Otherwise, ordinary Party
rnembers have no reason !o atcend branch neeEings, if
they can have no say.

Perhaps Ehe mosc ini:erestinB exanple of mandat.ion and
denrocracy was the castirg of the NUPE block voce for
the dep:ty leadership election of the Labour ParEy in
1981. The then general secretary of NllPE, Alan Fisher,
was a sErong supporcer of Tony Benn, but the lhion's
national executive backed Denis Healey. In the event,
Fisher casE che block voEe for Healey, but said that
he felt as sick as a pig for having to do so.

The only case against. 'block mandation' might be if
che lefc/righE balance anong branch delegaCes was pro-
lxirtional to Ehe average balance beEween left and right
at branch neeEings. YeE, this case does not hold for
two reasons. Firstly, the 'winner cakes all' sysEem
of elecEion (*1C delegates aE branch neeting precludes
such a balance, unless it is Che wish of the nnjority
faction (r.,hich is unlikely). Secondly, a proporcional
system is only viable if every branch in the CLP praccises
it" It should also be pointed out that if such a pro-
portional system Here ionsidered it world raise quesEions
aboutrepresentation and facEional accountabil ity, which
are, at present aE least, outside the scope of discr:ssion
l"abour Party politics"
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De bate

British withdrawal frcrn that organisation.

Neil Todd
Exeter Cl-P

At the last CI4C the notion chat individual nrembers of
the l,abour Party can play an effeccive role in the formation
of policy was made a ccrnplete nonsense. Sjmilar resolutions
r.aere passed overr^itelmingly in Ewo braches, with only their
lasE clause differilg, but in the evenE neither was-discussed.
The first was legicimately ruled ort of order because it
called for the reaffirmation of aDparenE.ly non-exisEant
CLP policy. (see resolution below)

l,'hen iE came Eo debating the second, hovrever, a leadilg
nember of the right wing nxtved 'next busiless' on the -
grounds that discussing the resolution 'wasted tilrE,.
This rnove was given the patronage of the neeting's cenEre-
right chairperson, who clairned that a C[,P cannoi opposed
national policy. This is noE Lhe case as the majority of
CLPs oppose national policy on chis issue. 'l.iext bus-iness'
was carried 18-14; no debate took p1ace.

Is it 'wascing tifie'-Eo debate an issr:e concerning
the very exj.sEence of hunanity ? perhaps it is _ if
you are an ostrich ! The G,lC is not the social club
$ri9n srye,delegares seem ro rhink it is. It is supposed
to.be a body of cielegates represenljig individual ilrbe.s
and Erade unions, r"hose function is ro produce ool.icy
,on behalf -of those individuals and trade urionists. -

rvneEner crelegates agree or disagree wilh a resolution
p,ut to the G'4C, it is cheir duty to debate thaE reso_lution.

It is clear in Chis case thaE the righc wing feared
debate.b€cause they had no argunencs"againsE - chusresorting to undenocratic pra-tice.

If the Labour Party is serious about recruiting nnre
people then potential new niernbers m.rst know that thev
can play an active role in the policy formaEion of tireParry, They.must knoi,,/ that theii replesentacives on
the CtlC are accountable Eo them. Initead, they are presentedwith a picture of bureaucratic stagnalion and'political
1rytUy on the part of the reactionlry party bosses,
whose ccnmitunent to either socialisi oi J6nro"racy ishighly questionable. No r^ronder Ehen Ehat *ury .., nembersare driven ofl afcer their first meeLing.
RESOLUTION ON NATO
I l.lOTES

Tl-EEat NATO consists entirely of capicalist counEries.2. that NATO is dcnrinared by the United States, which
pursues anti-socialist and imperialist policies against
progressive social movenents in Lhe thiid Wor1d. -3. the NATO nrmbership of Ti.rrkey which has tortured
and killed socialisE opponents Lo its resifie.4. CND's_official. slogan:'i'BriEain out of ltEtO, ttAlOout of Britain"

lquE\,Eq
1. that NATO (created prior to the Warsaw pacc) serves
, to divide Europe and breeds hostility.
2. That a socialist Britain would not fivour or support

the United States or che capicalist counEries oi
Europe in any hostilities with the Soviet Union.

INSTRUCIS
II-Eter ConsE.ituency l,abour Party to oppose Britain's

nembership of NATO, and to campaign with CND for
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upen to all young people under tvrcnty-five. The next
neeting vdll be at 26 Clifton Hill on Wednesday, !5ttr May.
Meet at Bpn in the bar.
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TTIE FOLI-C[^J1I'IG POI,ICY STATRUI]NT IS tsElNG DISCUSSED lJY
SI]PPORTERS OF DIJVON IABOUR BRIEFING. PLEASE SEI\D iJS
YOUR VIE]I./S AND SO HELP STIMUTATE SOCIALIST DEBATE.

Devon l,abour.Briefing represets a tniqr:e opporlunlty
in Exeter and Devon to build a bridge'between the Gbour
Party and progressive groups, such as Ehe wor-ren's and
peace fiDvenEnEs. We believe i-rt the consEmction of a
non-dogmatic progressive a11iance, which fights for the
replacengnt of capitaiism by socialism. For us, socialism
is.not a reformed capitalism, but a different political
order.

To realise this objective, the Labour parEy nust be trans-
forned froor a predcrninantly social denrocratic party to
a socialisr one, which is willing and able to iight forits objectives in every social institution. The ibthod of
exclusive eleetoralisnr mrlst b€ replaced by an organised
struggle at all 1eve1s of society. In place of r6e theo-
retical vacuum of trational labourife poliCics, \.,re nLtst
introduce a class-based analysis of soiiety, because only
by an r.rnderscandfurg of society can we hope io change it.'
Nov*rere is the need to replace nruriicipal careerism and
inactivicy by a_ party capable of fighting rhe class srruggle
IrDre apparent than in Exeter. To achieve this is no easy
task and we need all the supFnrt \,,/e can get.

We call on all progressive, v*ro value the power of political
organisation, to \dork through the labour party and in
associafion with Devon Labour Briefing.

NATO CONTRADICTICIT

At the April reeting of CND council, Mr. Christoper
C'hurchward nxtved a resolution wlrich sought to emphasise
CND's policy 'Britain out of I.iATO, NATO out of Britain'
In the evenE, E1-re firrtion \,/as unopposed and was we]conred
by all, Sone nembers were puzzled by the fact ttrdr
l,r. John Shepherd, the Chairperson of Exetei: l,abour Party,
did not oppose the resolution, s:-nce he tar.led to DacK
a similar resolution passed by his Labour Party branch.
Dr. Shepherd is in a sErange situation wanting CND to
campaign for ilritain's withdrawal frorn MT0, while wancing
che Labour Party to do Ehe exact opposite. Nevert-he1ess,
it is vital thaE the struggle against NATO is carried on
by all progressive organisaEions, r"i-rich includes che
iabour Party as r^reil as CND.

ANTI APARTI]EID

Ir(eter Anfi- Aparrheid Group neet on the third Tr:esday
of the nnnth at SE. Stevens Church Hal1 at Bpn.

i\ext ureet.ing - liay 21 ,

R.T1'IB'GM, - BOYCOTT BARCIAYS, MN T BANK hTTH A.PARTTIEIDI

suPPoRT DEVoN !,ABOUR BRIEFING

o f,lnancI al lyoSelI Devon Iebour Brleflna
.r^rr1 te a letter or contrlb;te

an artlcle to the Brleflnp

LTiVON IABOUR BRIEFII.IG
79 Pi:ihoe Road,
Exeter.

DEADLIM for tlre Jrure Briefing is Friday, l4ay 21st ! | !
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The r.ext npeting of the r"ulien's corlncil will be on Monday,
27th lirv 1985. There will be a speaker frorn the 'Nacional
Aborcion Campaign' whLo will discuss the Gillick .iudgenent
and the Por,e]l Bill

Democracy and accoutability
I'lei1 Todd
Fxeter CLP

One of_the cenEral problems of the l,abour parEy is that
paly of its representatives iI parlianrent sinrpiy do not
befieve in the progranne they were elected co'implenrent.
Orhers,-while actually not opposed to the programne,
do noE teel sutficiencly strongly in favor.rr of it to resist
attempts by Labour Cabinets Co r,JaEer down, neuEer or reversepolicies which the ParEy is supposed to be conmiEced Eo.

The 1964 l,abour goverrunenE carrE to po\rer with a National
Plan designed_ to replace the cradicional Tory reflarion/
deflarion nethod of econcrnic managenent (knoivn as 'stopgo') with-a syscem based on planning. Ac the first sigirc
of a sterling crisis, v,hich tradionally accornpanies tfre
elecEi-on of a Labour goverrurent, the l,abour goverilnen!
abandoned the Nacional Plan and reverced to itop-go. By
the end l,abour was supporting Ehe Anericans in Viemam
and attempting to legislate igainst the Trade Linions.
The result was the defeat in tl-re 1970 general election,

Mcer the elecEion defeat nrost Party nembers and l,ps
vovrcd Lhat no l,abour governnEnt vaould pursue such a course
again. D-rring che period of opposition a new industrial
strategy was conscructed based on planning agreenenEs
designed to give lhe workers a say- in determlning cheir
wages, invesBnent, production and other factors thaE
affect their 1ives,

Even before the inevitable sterling crisis the 1974-9
labour governrnent jeLrisoned these polici-es. In 1976 che
governnEnt surrendered to cal1s frcrn Ehe IMF for cuts in
public spending and unemplo),ment rTore than doubled. The
cqrmittrnenc Eo achieve a radical change in the balence of
wealth an! power in favour of working people was forgotten.
By the end _Labour was pn-rrsuirg policies '"hich can only
be campared to those of the Thatcher regire. Journalists
r+ere tried i:nder the Official Secrets Act; in Northern
Ireland a Labour Minister presided over the systematic
torture of prisoners; a secret Cabinec cormittee alEhor-
ised expendirure on a new generation of nuclear \,,Eapons.

In the election_ canpaign of 1979 Labour raere the party
of che esta'olishnenE. and it was the Conservative party,
who r+ere seen as the Party of radical change. As a reiult
l,abour were defeaEed,

In opposition the l,abour fronrbench have been largely
ineffecEive because everytirne a spokesperson attacks the
Tories about spendirg cuts eEc, the response is always
the saner 'YOU DID 1T T0O'

The plans-of che Labour Party to ircrease public spending
cut, unemploynEnt and abolish nuclear r"eapons are just so-
nruch hoE. air until our Parlianentary repiesentatives are
made accor:nEable to the Party jn whose nane they hold
office. The CLPD, seE up in 1973, Lrave made significanc
gains in this direcEion with the adoption of rnandatory
reselect-ion in che l,abour Party constiEution. This neins
thaE in fuEure all l,abour MPs will have to ccne before
their constituency parties to seek rencrnination once during
the lifechre of each ParliamenE.

The purpose of mandatory reselection is to establish
an open and honest relationship beEween the Mp and hisor her CLP in Lhe hope chac oui representativ;s in
Iil1lr"":r ai-e never again ellcrued co lose sighl ot rher(leals ot the nxfvenen! which sent Lhem there. ffiHrc


