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Socialism Is The
MessaSe

concen
Devaon Labouwr Briefing welcomes the agreements grows to includes
visit of Tony Renn to Exeter. 15

remains  to be seen how successful ¥NATO and its nuclear umbrella
Fiw  leadership campaign will be,

not  in terms of his winning  the *¥US bases in Britain

actual leadership of the party but

in terms of re-establishing social-~ *¥High level of arms expenditure

iam in the party.
*¥ECC—- moving to a federal Europe
Finnock seems almost certain to

retain  the leadership in spite of *British occupation of Naorthern

his guffs and his commitment to Ireland

managing capitalism. In the process

of winning over the middle ground, *The irreversibility of

{tea  what?) Kinnock has {followed privatisation

hard on the heals of David QOwen,

wha has followed hard on the heels ¥Entrenchment of market forces

of Margaret Thatcher. At least Owen

was  more honest about  abandoning *¥Legislation to control trade

socialism when he left the Labour Uriions

FagEyFiwitth¥ S others of hig 40k _ta

form the 8DF. Kinnock has been less *¥Continuation of the House of

hornest ard haes sat about Lords.

transforming the party intao the

soirt of Gete el democratic Ry this concensus Kinnock hopes itC)

organisation that Owen aspired to. get to number 10  through merely
pointing to the incompetence of the

It was in this context, as Kinnock Tory leaders. The fact that he has

pushed successfully on, that the led  the, party tal thils gncOREEnsIS

Henn and Heffer Campalgn WA rather than rouse meaningful oppo-

laurnched. Benn has pointed to what sition and hold up the alternative

amount e a ‘Mew Ffrant bench shows that the Tories have proved

L ABOUR—TAKE THE POWER!
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competent i Thatcher 's desire to utopian socialist. He recogni ses ’ 1
smash socialism becomes ever more a the need for ‘extra-parliamentary
reality with the help of Kinnock action’ but  only to support a
Lhco, (ple.)  The cricses of the Labow Government. He recogni ses
capitalist economy are bound to also tiie ‘extra-parliamentary ’
occwr.  Hinnock . is waiting for the nature of the machinery of the
one  that Thatcher cannot handle. Capitalist class but does rot
When the voters perceive this, and address how this shoul d be
Thatcher ‘s class Fecoghise it, they avercome.
will be more than willing to allow :
Kinnock in .and let him do. their In spite of this Benn and Hef £ e
dirty work. And do it he willy he should e supported in the

has shown no signs of following the
socialist road!

leadership campaign. Hinnock ‘s
march down the blue road must rnot
qgo unchecked. A rallying point for
socialists within the Labour Farty
is sorely needed. FKinnock's care—
fully invited audience in. Exeter
and his stage-managed touwr shrouded
in secrecy as far as most rank and
file party members were concerned
typifies his politics. In the same
way Renn's openness reflects his
Benn wishes to re-establish social- more democratic tendencies. No-one
ism as the direction of the Labour shoul d be fooled by Finnock ‘s
Farty. This clearly needs to be Fhetoric. Even at its most tortuous
done. Benm also recognises that it is not an apology for socialism
socialism has to be restored to the which ig by mnature democratic. Renn

Ft must unite.

A Tony Benn addresses the Second Socialist Conference

wider agenda. To this end he has ig open  and clearg let ‘s, get
played a part in the Socialist socialism back on the agerdasg
Conference, in which socialists

within and outside the Labour party vote For a

have discussed how T d oot ey In

order for the Socialist Conference SOCia|ist Leader

to continue there has bheen much

fudging of the central point™ of s

departure for those outside the

Party,ie can socialism be achieved Vote Benn and
by parliamentary means. 1T e T

this area where Rern’'s own politice Heffer!

are  flawed. He is essent | al iy g




Defy The Poll Tax

[
CHRIS CHURCHWARD WRITES ABOUT
THE NEXT STAGE IN OPPOSING THE
POLL TAX

Htage 1 of the campaigny oppo-
sition to the passage through Faels=
famert  af  the legislation, W s
doomed to failure. It had great
REtential publieity which WaE
barely exploited. Locally, ag pnati-=

BRally  little was done. The tiny
branch of the New Communist Farty
fiie e et a  petition to John

Harnnam, M.F.., USDAW, ( the shop-
workers union,) organised a march
and rally (which was marvred by
atrocious weather,) and the Labour
party distributed a leaflet saying
that the poll tax was a bad thing.

Although many Conservative MOoF. ‘s,
(including many of vyesterdays men
like Ted Heath,) expressed ‘reserv-
ation’ and EVETD autright
opposition, not enough of them were
prepared to dety "‘mighty Maggie by
taking their opposition to the
voting 1 abbhys ihis ‘HlagSshie  of
the Government s programme limped
lnte port with the mutiny
suppressead. The Government ‘s
majority of 285 was only a quarter
of the normal in the House of
Commons.

In the ‘upper chamber’ ' ,unelected
members were rounded up  including
the backwoodsmen whose attendance
in the House is so rare thet they
hardly know how to get there. A

respectabl e majority Wa s thus
enacugh  to send the BIL11 o (5
Royal Assent. just  before the

Summer recess.

That ‘s now in the past. We need now
to look to the futwre; the plan for
stage Zc-of reppesitd omucte - thiss
regressi ve legislation whiich
redistibute  wealth in the wrong
direction needs to be drawn up.

S0 far the Labouwr leadership has
heen an ineffective opposition and
there is little to suggest that the
Labowr Party can be expected to

organise effective resistence. Thie
possibility ot bringing many
disparate aQroups together in
oppaosition needs to be examined,

al though there is not space in this
article so to do.

RUIN THE REGISTER

&3

I would suggest that stage 2
involves attempts to frustrate the
implementation of the legislation.

It cannot be levied until the
register is compiled and in  that
process there all sorts Gt
perfectly legitimate forms of
action available to us. These
mainly invalve gumming up the
bureaucracy and harrassing the

canvassers collecting names.

|
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It is my view that people should
rnot lose their votes;they must
continue to register on the roll of
electors.

The register {for the poll tax is
another Rl ey This will e
compiled between April and October
in 198%9. In Scotland they are exupe-
riencing this now, as they are
being used as the guinea pigs. We
can learn from their experiences.




Many people have declared that they
will not pay and face the prospect
of prison instead. Some may have no
choice as allsmust pay at least 20%
evensd it i viingsat subsictence S on
social secw ity benefits; they
simply do not have the ability to
pay this tax which is both feared
and hated.

IToaking @ for
he all, {

ashiould not be
Defiance must

But Wes
martyrs.,

atr at least most,) together. Nea=
one  should take risks unless they
know that they have the support of

their neighbours, tirade wrii on

comrades and political allies.

@ campaign to organise support ia

needed. I waould urge Labouwr
Brieting to take the lead~ the

local politicians seem loathe to do
= After all the defeats of the

last ? vyears at the hands of
Thatcher ‘s devisive Government the
fAxe the Foll Tax campaian offers
the best chance to turn the tide.

<

Whenre the foar right

are up €0

I SEhlheslomiicd & 1970 5 5e the
Frrant, { NF,) boasted a
tf more than 17,000,
@lections they scored
faslltes with nearly 20% of the
in some boroughs.
Ak =Ragi
el ection of a Tory Boveramest
i & Fapild decline after
gakitely - dues tos to
spEech dn whikEch “she
FeEople  were feeling
immigrants.

I A9

saild

A gualnl y o, the decline in

supoort  for the NE was less ®tor do
v th the e jectdan (e 5 their
ideology and more to  do with
saeipport for o flory partyiawho “could

itmplement raciiets

pplicies. This 1s not to deny the
success  of the Anti-Nazi League in
eaposing the hidden fa st agenda

Wi Fead
papul ar

] SOme
Laken in

supporters
by their

National
member ship
E{E
spectacul ar
vobte
A combinatlon of
Leagueg activitien and the

lead
1979
Mg, Thatalera
that
"swamped" by

propul e

immigration

bean
racist

called political

image. Indeed, racism is no
rife with an estimated
attack every 7.5 minutes in
and Wales.

less
racial
Erngland

The post 79 election deécline in
support for the NF lead to a series
af - aplits, The first major - split
occurred in @ 1980 when their ex-
chairman, John Tyndall left to
thies British Nationalist

form
Farty,

CRNE O The second split came in
1 9HEE whiern the old-guard NF

dominated by
Martin Webster,
FE A

the then chairman,
were expelled by a
younger ,grouping of the so-—
soldiers’ led by
Michael Walker, Fatrick Harrington,
Nick Griffin and Derek Holland.

This group adopted the strasserite
laly ‘third position’ of "neither

capitalism rice commuri sm, bue
nationalist revolution." However ,
this led to a further gplit in 1984
whern a faction including prominent
members such as Joe Fearce, Martin
Windfield and Jon Anderson, O whia

had helped in the expulsion af the
old-guard,) weres oiisted " hy " the

‘politicaliicsokdierss.
the ‘Flag’ G O .
their chief worries were around
links with groups 1i1kethe " mesdd
Revolutionary Muclel, (PR, a
griaap ot Tt alian e st terrorists
were responsible the Rologna
railway station bombing in 1980  in

They formed
Essentially,

{ aF

which 83 people were |killed. The
‘Flag® group were denounced as a

el ement .
Matiamnal

"reactionary Tary

However, they formed the

EEomt Support. Group, (NFSG,) arc
claimed thet they were the true

Lo



National Eramkt. {(The NFSG is
reasponeible for most of the fascist
activity around Exeter.)

This lacst split occurred = following
a major article in League of St

Seorge s Jjournal "The National
FReview’ by Colin Jordan. Jordan was
& o mear l&aders of athes 1960 s

National Socialist Movement and,
later, the BM. In the article he
~alled Ffor a re—alignment of the
fascist movement between leag and
illegal activitiesjie. between a
political and military wing of the
mavement, something which seems to
have been happenings The “‘political
soldilers  “af Ehestthirds position:
Frave been increasingly bheen
adopting a pro-terrorist position
and  forging links with groups like
NAK  and loyalist terrorist groups
in Northern Ireland.

They themselves have moved to a
classic terrorist cellul ar

structuwe. Meanwhile the NFSG and

BMF announced a ‘nationalist
alliance’ in 1987 in  which both

parties agreed not to stand
candidates against each other and

o meunt  joint campaigns. The
separatian (=R political ard

military wings, NFSG/BNF and NF, is
not completely clear fEUt; Steve
EBrady of the NFSG was instrumental
i forming links with NAR and the
Uleter Volunteer Force, (UVF,).

Orves effect ot the diverging
directions of the 2 factions which
aplit in 19846 was the development
By -the “HF  oOf%a ODIV " HoPs Utster

pol Loy it opposition to the
traditional keep Ulster British

palicy retained by the NFSG. The NF
helieve that the European national-

iet revolution will start in
Ll ster . Thie places them outside
Tl e mainstream loyalist r-ange

meeveEmerit although there have been
signs  of similar rifts within the
range movement.

The  third position NF  also have
1 R which seem gquite bizarre,
such as support for black separat-—-
] like the American anti-semitic
muslime led by Louwis Farrakhan.

There have been meetings with
Libyan and Iramian muss ] dim

fundamental ists and reports o f
black people selling pro-Ehomeneil
papers alongside NMF street-sellers.
What may appesar as a dritt  from

racialism is, of caurse, o sueh
thing, but the remorseless pursuit
of glabal racial separation which
would mean compulsory repatriation.

FASCISTS 'IN FRANCE

Thes French situation shows  how
quickly there can still be a rise
in popular support for fascists.

Aryan Nations ‘political soldiers’.

Indeed, the French situation
provides several lessons. The
French presidential elections saw
Jearn Marie Le-Fen of the Natiornal

Front gain 14% of the votes, ( over
4.4 million!) The votes came from
across  the whole social spectrum
including 15% of students and 21%
of workers. Tha®frapidiiiri sensos
support can be likened to that in
Germany which led Hilter to power.
One lesson is the thatleftyparties
nesd to puwrsue  radical policses
whien R [rewer and et 0565
disillusion their supporters as did
the French socialist and communist
parties, thus creating a  vaocuum
which +the fascists can occupy.Tl
failure of these parties to deal
with the material conditions, such
as mass unemployment encourage  the
circumstances in which fascism can
breed.

Arnother 1 essan is  the need for
these parties -to confront the
fascists, particularly over raclsm,
rather tham to make concessions to
the dritt,




ARE THE FASCISTS A THREAT?

Will the decline of the RBritish
Fascist movement continue? Member -
ship of all groups is estimated to
be less than 6,000. A recent NFBGE
rally attracted less than 100.
EFlection results have not been so
goods. . sAlthough s these facts o point
the an end to the fascist threat we
need to display caution ard
recognise that they should not be
dismissed: ‘

On the electoral front, they have
not fielded so many candidates since
the deposit rose to £3500 in parlia-
mentary elections.

I Britain today the fascist
movement 1s small and divided. The
apparent boom is so fragile that
circumstances could change rapidly
and provided the conditions for the
likes of the NFE* to make rapid
gains. The lack ot a real
alternative from the Labour Farty
could lead to the sort of disillus—
ionment on which fascists feed.

Opposition to fascism and racism
rneed to be clear. Feeping quiet an
immigration issues etc. in order to

win a few votes will only aid the
racists and fastists. The  crass
bahaviour: - ot docal . Labour st v
councillors in encouraging the
Orange order and not mounting
active opposition, or even aiding
thase who are is part of the

classic set of conditions which
help the rise of fascism. Fascists
cannot be ignored; there is little
chance that they will o AWay.
There may be times when there are
less of them and they are less
effective but the threat will
always be there until we have a

truly socialist society. 4
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Orange
ap date

On  September 17 the range Qrder ,
with Faisley to exhort them, will
marche throwghs Exaetir. Tihey police
are taking what appears to be the
libertarian paosition that to ban
the march would be an infringement
of civil liberties. John Shepherd
asupports this position claiming
that barning the Orange Order would
be aststem i dowardss sthe future
banning of Anti-Apartheid, CND, et
demonstratians. Thates the sipolice
with its links with the RUC should
adopt their view is not SUrpri sing.
That John Shepherd should elaborate
this argument in writing shows a
complete abandonment of political
analysis and with it a refusal to
challenge his leaders.

LIBERAL FOLLY

Meanwhile, the police have given

provisional permission to Anti -
Fascist 'sAachionste hold areotimtans
demonstratioaon on  the same day,
presumalsl v wanting to e
evenhanded. Although we might not
eupect the police to make political
distinctions between the Orange

Order and Anti-Fascist Action we
might be led to expect more of
Celia Shephard. She has put in
wrriting  that although the Orange
Order arcl National Fraont are
extremist and racist, because they
are legal crganisations they have a
i ght Lo - malFeh. Shie further
believes that any trouble is more
likely to come from supporters of
AFA. The best FESRONSe , s
claims, to the Orange Order and NF
march is for everyone to leave the
streets and ignore them. Feople in

Germany in  the 1920's no doubt

believed that by ignoring the Nazis
they would go away. In fact they
flowished just as ignoring the
Orange Order and NF now would give
them a free hand to parade their
sectarianism and bigotry, allow
them to recruit and spread their
racism and wltimately lead to an
increase in racial attacks and
viclence.




The Shepherds’ views illustrate the

moral and paolitical bankruptocy
which is symptomatic of the Exeter
Labour Group.  and the ruling cliqgue
af. i Exneter.  Labour Farty. Ecips ki
taking  a so-called ‘even—-handed”
approach between the Orange Order
and the Natiormnal Front on one hand,
and Anti-Fascist Action on the
other they are in effect equating
anti-fasciam and anti-racism with
fascism, racism and bigotry. sBuah
arn  analysis  ill-becomes a Labour
Gl . Ore of the basic tenets
of socialism is a commitment to end
all forms of discrimination on the
basis af class, race, sed, colow,

creed or sexuality. The Council
and  its officers further maintain
the "even-harnded" approach Ly

refusing both the Orange Order and
AFA the use of council grounds for
assembly  and rallying. That the
EBoutncil takeBenthis Wines is a
disgrace when a genuine socialist
council should actively support
groups such as Anti-Fascist Action.

Chestertield Commcy 1 il their
credit, despite the fact that they
have sponsared the official
Tercentenary Celebrations, gave
permission to the Campaign Against
Lovalist/Fascist Farades to L e
council grounds. Im fact the

Leader of Chesterfield Council even
Bealaepart T in their march on 18
June !

| discipline and

FASCISTS AND BIGOTS HAVE
A BROTHER IN LONG

ﬁhtinasciﬁt Action has the support
g+ @ wide range of groups  and
individual s including the British

Labour G aup in the B o
Farliament; ten Labour MPs  who
recently wrote a letter to the
Guardiar; and world renowned

historian on the
E RN

seventeenth
Christopher Hill. Hi e
comments in & recent letter ta
Chester Long, leader of Exeter City
Courncil, best sum up reasons why
Exeter Labour Group has brexeary
brought into disrepute by their
actionss: "One cannot separate the
historical contribution of William
to  the overthrow of absoclutism in
1688 from the symbolic significance

given to Fim by protestant
terrorists and the National Front
taday. Both the latter will make
great propaganda capital out of any
celebration of William of Orange.

It seems wrong for Labour to abet
them. "

Besides ignoring the broad based
support for AFEA, the Bouncil Sis
ignorning the interests of public
arder on the day. The practical
etfact | of Edeter i Enty SGouncailiic
decision will be that it will force
AFA to assemble on a highway on 17
September , thus increasing the
inconvenience to the public, making
1 merEes i £ 1 lEEEare maintain
ircreasing the
possibility of there being serious
public disorder from National Front
and Ul st er Vol unteesr Foroe
viaolence.

Neither the police nor the Council
Al e taking sl ously the
contemptible natuwre of the Orange
Order and the National Front and
their complexities. Following a
recent split between the Orange
Order and the pro-UVF Lodge 200,
which now calls itself the Orange
Afessociation, there will be three
separate l.oyalist/Fascist
demonstrations in  Exeter on 157
September: the Orange Order led by
Rev. Ian Faisley: the Orange
Association, which has links with




the protestant terrorist UVFy  and
the National Front, whose local
fuhrer Mark Cotterill has promised
to Brang viaolence to s eter
(Western Morning News, 1 August
1988) .

The intransigence of Exeter City
Cottheil , and in particular the

arragance and ignorance of Chester
Long, Frénes resul ted 1 them
committing ar urnforgiveable

blunder, despite repeated warnings
for- the last two years, which will
result in Exeter being swamped with
fascists and bigots. They haven’ 't

everi got the moral couwrage to admit
that they might have been a bit
naive. Unlike Chesterfield and’
Oxford, which changed its mind on

becoming better informed, Exeter
Ci ty Council slips further
further into a Fontius Filate role
hoping to wash its hands of all
involvement and implications. In
fact Chester lLong is going to be
away ‘from Exeter on 17 September
leaving the fascists to get on with
1. Exeter City Council will go
down in history as the first Labouwr
Council to be congratulated by
fascists.

It is now up to the people of
Exeter to defend our city against
the Orange Order and National Eront
anslaught o o] Anti-Fascist
Action an 17 September at noon
outside Bury Meadow.

Arnti~Fascist Action

and. ;

1986
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'+ our streets!

POLITICAL SOLDIERS

Friends of British Ulster parade their
sectarianism through Bridgwater in

MARCH
AGAINST
FASCISM

MARCH THROUGH EXETER CITY CENTRE —
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17th

The parade is soon used by
National Front members to bring
violence to the streets

On Saturday September 17th the bigotted Orange Order will be
celebrating the 300th anniversary of the landing of William of Orange in
Britain by marching through Exeter. The Orange Order has close links
with the National Front who have promised to "bring supporters from all
over the country to Devon" on this day.

Exeter Anti-Fascist Action are organising a counter-march.
Make sure you help us show that Fascists are not wanted on

Exeter AFA c/o Box No. 176, 1 Parliament Street, Exeter, Devon.




