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y
campaigns across the country, the Of course, as highlighted above,
important first stage has to be the main plank of resist in
local. the first phase must

registration.
The first step has been to set up breaking th
a steering group to ensure that cannot be
the campaign is launched. Justificati
this law i: X

The second step involves checking clearest and most r
out the level of support for rieces of legigla
resistance among the people of the Tor tra
Exeter. An area will be leafletted a law t s dire
with a double sided leaflet. One the pockets o 1 work
side of the leaflet will contain recple. It b ==
information. The other will have a recple are
large slogan so that 1t can double challsnge 3

as a poster to be stuck in marks: the
windows. A public meeting will be anti-worki
organised asg near to the centre of but also
"the area az possible. Then there ubigquitousness
will be a follow up canvass of that there o some
houses displaying the voster. - - b

——
\\i;? :
A
2 ANTIRPOLL-Jiax
2’( TN \Wulu - 3 HAYAC
gf\, EAST Box 200,

/
>4 & DEVON Exeter Flying Post,
3 1,Parliament Street,
Exeter

are doing cway with the rates system and replacing it with the community charge,
own cs the POLL TAX. Instead of paying rates on your house or flat, each person
r househcld over the age of 18 will have to pay the poll tax. Some people will
roff under 1i w svstem - some people living alone and those wealthy enough

e in ¢ big hot which currently means that they pay higher than average rates. Many
m people will be w For example the official figures show that the average rates
in Exeter are £385 per year. The poll tax is likely to be £220 per person, meaning £440 in

a household of 2 people. Once again it's a case of the Tories helping the rich at the expense
of those who can ill afford it.

The poll tax has been through Parliament and is now law. Token gestures and petitions will
notnow stop it. But do not despair there are still things that can be done to stop it,if enough
people are willing to toke a stand. We are trying to unite those who want to defeat the

poll tax. Consider the following; 3

*I/we are prepared to delay our registration to make it hard for them to compile
the register, eg. does your dog/cat eat forms?

*I/we will refuse to register. ( The re is a danger of £50 fine and other penalties.)

*I/we are prepared to give money to a fund to help pay fines for those who are willing
to fight but could do with some financial support.

*I/we are prepared to refuse to pay the tax, ( this too could involve the courts.)

* I/we are prepared to help the campaign by canvassing, raising funds, delivering

leaflets, stewarding meetings etc.

It is hoped that a large number of a;;{;éé at, gé;
people will respond to at least No bt in
cne of the courses of action $30°s there wers
suggested. For the campaign to be to Dbitterly rue
2 successat this stage, a  couple ’law’that led to
of hundred reocple must be prepared ] sive destruction of working
not to register and a group .of . class organisations and the
E?gpiiiisedizotlforﬂ an  anti-poll . annihilations of millions of
228 - e Ares < - 3 " H T Tmgen e :
the steering gréup ;;:J+h§?e{9_z?% peop f' Eb? demo“ld“%f ?rogess
i T ; viienl repes whereby this poll tax was arrived
=R Process  1n other areas As at 1is, of course, spurious.
more of the city and area around Although many on the left take
is,?DVEIEd. the EX?ter and  East this as axiomatie, we normally
beven Anti-poll tax union will work within the law because on the
need "to  become a delegate whole it is wiser to do so in a
co-ordinating body. ; capitalist society which allows

: . enough room to manceuvre without




martyring ourselves and where
there is mass consent to conform.

This theme is dealt with elsewhere
in this edition of Briefing.

The poll tax challenges that nmass
consent.

On a more pragmatic level, the
issues of encouraging and
actualisation of the breaking of
that consent have to be taken on.
Re-establishing solidarity ig
essential. The display of rosters
should help in this., by giving a
visible signal that opposition 1s
there. Where pecple are still in
the process of making up their
minds this signal could well
become an important factor. The
campaign also acknowledges the

contributions that can be made by
those, who for whatever reasons,

are not actually prepared o break
the law. Again there is optimism

that those prepared to stall on
registration may come to refuse
later when they ses the size of
the campaign and have had fur 3
chances to talk thro
issues. Even if they merely
and do eventually regis A
reriod of deferal will hplp b;
rlacing an extra burden on thos
compiling the register fnd
therefore deflect scome of their
labours. Important in this and
throughout is a recognition of the
act that there has to be hundreds
of people prepared ' to resist and
the material cilrcumstance of the
reople involved. If there are only
a couple of hundred in the while
of the Exeter and East Devon area,
who are willing *to resist then
non-registration will bhe merely an
act of marujrdon. Individu=al
non-registration will be a token
gesture no more useful in the end
than the hollow leaflet campaign

of the Exeter Labour Party. Mas

non-registration is likely to msake
the due rrocesgs of the law
unworkable. This in turn will
reduce the potential for suffering
of those refusing to register. 1f
funds, whether in credit unions or
some other form, are built up,
those who do, in the event feel
the sharp end of the law need not

suffer more than anyone else 1n

the campaign.

The i'aue of the material
circumstances of those fighting

Lhe poll tax must not be
underestimated. However, it should
also be recognised that many will
be severely pressed to find the
money to pay the tax. Avoildance of

suffering in the short term by

registering will not rrevent
suffering later when the tax has
to be paid.

Other anti-poll tax campaigns are
likely to gpring up in Exeter. The
TUOC are ewpected +to run one, bhut
the requirement that the law
should not be broken reflects
either their deep and underlying
ressimism about the possibility of
a genuinely successful campaign or
their eagerness to co-operate and
collude with the ruling class for
whatever motives. his does not

mean that they should be i

Critical interventicons have to bhe
made. Platforms should be
with such campaigns so that there
can be rpublic debates about the

way forward. Also it would help
avoidance of duplication which
could have unnecessary financial

CE

a

implications for al involved.
t

There is no harm in collection
of petitions or sophisticated
publicity stunts or gathering of
information, though the former 2

nave limited value.

The first pub
been held It
success  Ziven

thers was to org
Wall pullsd out
which was a pil

Councillor, Greg
uzeful scurce of

inspiration. =

Hews of the campaign has not
been well received by the right
of the Labour Party Ignoring
the performance of one city
councillor who was willing to
abandcn party policy on

unilateralism, the party members
] = ax  unicn were

adhere
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tree hospital, The Princess
abeth Orthopaedic hospital
and the West of England Eye
Infirmary. Would it become self-

governing as an entity or would
it be split up into units Dbased
on poftential income generation®
-An Orthopaedic hospital and an
Eve Infirmary could both sell
services Lo other digstricts.

Other hospitals - Wonford
{1 tal health, ) R
Hospital { oare of el

4 Ot = O
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e part of the community
Will ’opting’ ocut
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the Devon General
second class ser
reripvhery?
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There iz a strong rossibility of =
national dock strike in tThe near
future in defense of the National
Dock Labour scheme, (HDLS,) It is
& tial the labour movement
mobilise support for the dockers
no
The Government and the rort
employers have been itching for the
abolition of the Dock Labour Scheme
for some Time The Centre for
Policy Studies, thes right wing Tory
think tank, held = conference in
January to discuss the ending of
the HNDLS. Since then 128 Tory
backbenchers, including 4 Devon
F. e signed a C;nmwu; motion
1 r its olition. The
1 S re pr ‘Qmuna for

~ £}

1abour

War +the dockers were

on  a casual pilecework

hey had <o fight for work

in  ti infamous ‘pen’

Conditi t work were

wit Y fatal

in e HNaticnal

Roa NDLB, )

=nd NDLS was

under control in

the enmployers

Theilr bi1ll into the
er To

a minimumn
T

wage to dockers ere wWas  no
work. This greatly
increased security +to the 80,000
dockers then coverad by the schene.
Militant action during the 50°s and
80’s improved vay and working
conditions but there weres also

Scheme and a
ation of the
ains a problem

major is
industry whlch rem
today.

After the 1964 election the Wilson
Government was faced with a
confrontation with dockers overr
pay. In response a commission of

enguiry was set up under Lord
Devlin which recommended a pay
increase tied. to a further

examination of
whole.

Devlin’s first round of
rprommwnjations introduced in 1966
completed the decasualisztion
pruu,5f and ended the piecswork
system of payments. The ending of
the ‘pen’ ivstem was tled to

2 & S i
usually carried out by d kers  was
undertaken by unregistered labour

—

After 197u the introdu ’*ion of the
of Devlln

fell to Edwa "‘d

with the Indus

There

thege

the

Committe total w

Devlin n taking

againau red ports,

oppesi ] Jack Joneg a

TGWU leaderchip. In July 5 4

the *Pentonville Five’,
arrested under the In
Relationa Act for picketi

gates of Midland Cold Storag

new unregistered port tak

work normally done by

dockers. The arrests guickly

a national docks strike a

threat of general strike

T.0.C. The Tfive’
subsequently released but th
Strike ron+1nued. F
Eventually, Jack Jones stitched up
a deal +to end the strike which
involved a guarantee of no
compulgory r@dundanules for

-l
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Soclalism is a good idea, but how do we
get to it? How many times have we had
TO answer questions like that?
The way that members of the labour
movement answer that particular
guestion tells us a lot about whether
they are socialists or not. Those
suffering from incurable doses of the
Hattersleys or severe attacks of the
Fl“ﬂOChS will explain that Parliament
is the key. In a democracy like ours
getting elected is the only way to

advance. is their

Severe

(A minor problem
lack of success in actually
getting elected.) Those who say
otherwise are evil revolutionaries
according to the Hattock mode of
thinking.
Smash the State
Labour
that
stem
ower

the
Irom

By contrast
"leaders™"
the

with the present
revolutionaries think
transition to a new social s
will be based on Chattering the
of the old. Ti will require
working class to
the old ruilng cl;
view that the force
be
class putting paid to capi
revolutionary movement will have
prepare politically for this.
thinking on this s based on
i 1 ns of the
hroughout
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is best to starxrt at home.
through a standard set of
attacks on the current first past the
post method of election we have now. His
skill in presenting the case should not
prevent us from 1looking beyond the

points raises.

Perhaps it
Peter runs

he
Derelict Premises

is
is

Th premise u
the fi tep to socialis
winning office. In fact the
article does not go any further
It sug ests that the

PR SO - L2

of the
rst s

t
whole
than that step.




orces tor socialism  shouid pe
trengthened by reforming the state,
xtending public ownership and
strengthening the unions. I find all
this about as useful as asking Chester
Long to resist the poll tax. The last
Labour  Government fell  after the
"winter of discontent". During the
1378 - 78 winter the Labour Government
{Tony Benn included) staked its life on
its determination to hold down the pay
of some of the poorest people in our
society. The dogged determination it
has never shown against the interests
of the ruling clilass was all there when
it came to hitting the poorest. In what
way would the election of these people
help advance socialism? I can only
think of one. It will demonstrate to
the declining numbers of workers who
have taith in them  that their
cenfidence is misplaced.

D Ul

The Bash and Griffiths article at least
points out that behind the Tories in
parliament stand the power of the city,
the armed forces and civil service.
Peter sadly does not seem to have
noticed that the state is not 1led by
the democratically elected MPs. Our MPs
have a minor Jjob, they must keep the
punters distracted while the bosses
pick our pockets.

Peter is so busy looking at the puppets

he has forgotten why they are there,

All the points he makes assume that we

should keep our eyes on the puppets and

not seek out the real state hidden from

view.

Bash and Griffiths, at (first sight, B o SIS ey

seem closer to Marxism.than does Peter T entrlsm The Lasour Party contains many

Bowing. A second look reveals that people who deserve a better fate than

there is really nothing in it. They are being foot soldiers in Kinnock's army.

tied to the Labour Party body and soul. Revolutionaries should be with them

They see a future Labour Government as helping to open eyes to the nature of

a great gain for the working class. Labourism and to win them to a

They are as certain of the need for a revolutionary movement. Kidding people

united Labour movement as the Pope s that Labour unity is to be defended

convinced that a united Christianity is above all things hinders rather than

god given. Naturally we can all agree helps this process.

that a wunited labour movement 1is a

"good thing". However, this is not a And Back to PR

timeless truth. At times it is better

to split the movement than to hang onto I have not actually written much about

unity. Those who doubt this should ,PR itself. What I think follows from

reflect on whether Dr Owen should be a the arqument presented above is that PR

Labour Party member. is a distraction. The key to opening
the door marked socialism is  the

A New Type of Party? zecognii.:ic_m by millions of people that
the politics of Labour are useless and

The Labour Party has proved to be a that a socialist revolut}on is _needed.

barrier to socialism. It has run A Labour government may be a help here
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(but only in demonstrating that Labour )
will never bring Socialism). The
present electoral system offers a

er chance of getting Kinnock into
office than  does PR. It will,

therefore, help the whole movement See
; how useless the Labourites are.
|
Mach more important, however, is the
f0int that all this discussion about

‘the reform of the rules of the é YQPGS‘% f}agm F@%&"r BQH{H%:

Parliamentary game distracts from the

need to convince workers to stop the I very much welcome Geoff’s

game entirely, contribution to the debate on

rarliamentary soclalism and his

In conclusion we revolutionaries say criticisms of my article in the

that only a direct democracy can meet last Devon Labour Briefing _I

the needs of the working class. 2n * would like to make 3 points in
important part of any revolutionary's reply:

WOork is to continuously expose

- Parliamentary democracy and undermine First, Geoff ridicules the idea

- support for it. Every distraction from that we should explore further

that simple truth 1is an aid to the ideological field and ’look

reformism. for some new way of raising

| consciousness”’ ., If political

Geoff BRBRarr rower operates through the

Exeter WRP coercive, the economic, (sanction

and reward, ) and the

* ideoclogical, then today’s

capitalism has shifted the

balance in favour of the

| ideological. The state in the

[}

| [FTHE WAP (WORKERS PRESS SECTION) PAESENTSemmy form of bodies of armed men i
! i " not the only barrier +to the
E working class realising
j 0' 0 socialism; and it is preeise’%y
‘ that fact which makes bourgecis
(2] b D 7 democracy rossible. From

4 confusion here Geoff goes on  to

b b 5 misunderstand the power Qf

T B iament is

Parliament. Yes

largely a talking shop har

(o8
]

cF o <
~

[§1]

AND BRIEFING

REFORMIST
.Scum BEWARRE"
(Tectrskys Nepha w)

{ able to call to aoopunt
4 tvgﬁpéé = *lﬁ(K‘Es o governments which are themggl es
7 7 poe (MPERIALIS M captive, (and usually willi
7 TN

victims of the capitalist sta
But Parliament is powerful in
the sgense that it legitimises

capitalist rule. Socialists are
i 2 indifferent to the make up
o U THOUOGHT not Lquff?ren
| qya;;?g?gﬁ;lﬂENTWON- of Parllgment, _ nor the
I*ELEc—noN: X MASS PARTIES government in offloe for these
* ANIMAL RIGHTS X VOTES things have a direct effgot on
HURRICANE ROOGER the balance of power in the

class struggle. Also if you do
not have enough support to win a
ropular majority in Parliament,
you don’t have enough to effect
a revolution. Rest assured that
it is not the left which needs
to destroy democracy to advance
its cause.

HIT TOWNY/

Second, ’The Labour Party has
proved a barrier to socialism’.
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No to PR, pacts
and coalitions!

Given the growing
demoralisation about
_Labour’s electoral
prospects, it is not surpris-
ing that some sections of
the Party have turned to

Charter 88 and propor-.

tional representation as 2
means of combatting
Thatcherism and its
encroachment on our
democratic rights.

The LCC, along with Robin
Cook, Austin Mitchell, John
Cunnpingham. Jeff Rooker
and Anpe Clwyd, has now
taken up the call for PR.

MPs close to Kinnock, such
as Dr Reid and John Evans,
haveargued for an electoral pact
with the centre parties.

This is the context in which
Charter 88 was bom.

The Charter has gained some
support from people on the left.
To those comrades we must
patiently explain that Charter
888 is not aworking-class based
movement, and 10 support it is
to abandon the strategy of 2
working-class united front in
favour of a
straddles and blurs class lines.

The Charter has bought the
support of the likes of Lord
Jenkins, Lord Scarman and
Anne Sofer at a price. There is
no mention of Irish self-deter-
mination or civil rights, nor of
the demand of the Scottish
people foran Assembly,norany
call for devolution. )

The Charter suffers from a
purzly parliamentary focus, ig-
noring the extra-parliamentary
struggies that are essential to
any fight for democratic rights.

But its popular front,
coalitionist basis is most clearly
demonstrated by its support for
PR, a demand that comes from
the small centre partics and now
espoused by the more defecatist
elements oa Labour’s right-

b §

£ Socialists

“+2~ Why should socialists scc PR

- a8 af encmy? After all, isn’t the
present electoral system
- blatantly unfair? And isn’t it

front that

By Graham Bash
" Hackney North .
CLP
and Bryn Griffiths .
Tottenham CLP

S

right that the distribution of

seats in Parliament should
closely resemble the distribu-
tion of total votes?

Yes, the preseat system isun-
fair. It is unfair because the real
power — the unelected and un-
accountable extra-parliamen-
tary power of the Torics and
their friends — doesn’t lie in
Parliament, but in the City
boardrooms, the military, the
secret service, the civil service
and the media.

Whichever party wins office,
capitalism retains power.
Despite the vital importance of
the democratic rights we still
possess, bourgeois democracy
is a fraud. PR would only serve
to perfect that fraud.

Not one of the five majority
Labour governments received a
vote of more than 50% of the
clectorate, not even in the 1945
landslide. With PR, not a single
majority Labour Government
would have becn formed.

Inadequate.

Our view is that bowever in-
adequate, a Labour Govern-
meat represents a gain for the
working-class and vital ex-
perience on the road to real
power. PR would deny us that
experience for the forseeable
future.

democracy, we would end up
with fewer options than ever.
PR, by its very pature, produces
hung parliaments and coali-

tions. The inevitable post-clec-'

tion deals would render election
mandates — a central plank of
parliamentary democracy —
impossible. -

Labour’s right-wing would
always have a perfect alibi for

ditching radical parts of its~

programme. The bourgeoisie

would enjoy a constitutiona
guarantee against a Labou.
Govemment vith an electory

mandate’ for anti-capitalis

change. -

With little eiec ‘oral pressur
to hold it together, - tic fabou
Party. could begii) to Jdisin
tegrate, and the trade unjon lin
could itself be threate <¢d.

Such developments would t,
welcomed by some s ocialis]
eaticed by the idea of el. sctingy
dozen or 50 revolutionar,” 8.
For them, this process wo 16 As
part of the necessary bre: k-5
of Labourism. -

Contrary :

Wetake a contrary view. Tiis
creation of the Labour Party and
its link with the trade unions is
an historic conquest for th:
working-class. .

However bureaucratised,
whatever its political limita-
tions, the very existeace of z
unitary structure for the labous
movement provides a forum fos
united working class action.

Its break-up would be a mas-
sive defeat, which would

strengthen, not weaken, refor- |

mism. The working class would
thereby be less able to take the
power into its own hands.
Our perspective offers no
short-cut solutions. The ten
years of Thactcherism have
been the direct consequence of
demoralisation after five years
of fudging and betrayal by a
right-wing Labour Govern-
ment. Thatcherism is the price
we have paid for our failure of
take on and defeat the right-
wing leaders of the Labour

_ Party and the unions. -
In the name of greater

Our movement faces a deep
crisis which requires profound
solutions. In this context,
Charter 88 will be scen as an
ephemeral diversion. ¥ -
> Our task is to regenerate the
base of the labour movement,
rebuild ourhaemmoraging class

- organisations and struggle to

construct a revolutionary
leadership within the Labour
Party and the trade unions.’

- It is a lifetime’s task. Unfor-
tunately, there is no altemative.

Make sure of your copy of the fortnightly
Labour Briefing. Annual subscriptions are £12
(individuals), £24 (Institutions). Write to PO Box
457, London SW2 5UZ (cheques, etc., payable
to Labour Briefing). .
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