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po l l t i ca l  w ing  o f  the  Repub l i can
movement.  0n June 9th Sinn Fein
po11ed  over  100 ,000  vo tes ,  10 ,000  more
than  the i r  t a rge t  and  on ly  20 ,000  less
than the SDLP. They unseated Gerry
F i t t  i n  Wes t  Be l fas t  and  on ly  na r row ly
los t  i n  M id  U ls te r .  I n  severa l  o the r
seats -  their  vote was higher than many
los ing  Labour  cand ida tes  on  Ehe
ma in land .  Owen  Car ron  rece ived  ove r
20,000 in Fermanagh*South Tyrone.
These resul ts were achieved in the
face of  cont inual  harassment by the
RUC and  Br i t i sh  A rmy ,  w i th  cand ida tes
and  canvassers  repea ted ly  de ta ined .
C lea r l y  the  a rgument  tha t  Ehe
republ ican movement has no popular
suppor t  has  rece ived  a  fu r the r  se t
b a c k .

For  the  las t  i 4  yea rs ,  s ince  the
presen t  so -ca l l ed  t t t roub les t r  s ta r ted
in  1969 ,  the  Labour  pa r t y ,  when  no t
open ly  tak ing  the  s ide  o f  the  Un ion is t
r e a c t i o n a r i e s  h a s  a d o p t e d  a t t r v a i t  a n d
seer r  a t t i t ude ,  a lways  hop ing  tha t  some
so lu t i on  wou ld  m i racu lous ly  appear .
The  ldea  o f  tack l i ng  the  roo t  causes
o f  the  p rob lem -  pa r t i t i on  o f  I re land
and  the  con t inu ing  Br i t i sh  p resence  -
has  rece ived  shor t  sh r i f t  i n  the
labour r f lovement in general  and inside
the  Labour  pa r t y  i n  pa r t i cu la r .
Cur ren t  pa r t y  po l i cy  wh i l s t
recognis ing that .  f re land should be
un i ted ,  s ta tes  t twe  respecE and  suppor f
the  r i ghc  o f  che  Nor the rn  f re land
peop le  to  rema in  in  the  UK" .  I t  goes
on  Lo  c la lm tna t  tn l - s  c loes  no t
rep resen t  a  ve to  ove r  any  po l i t i ca l
deve lopment .  You  rnay  no t  ca l l  i L  a
veto,  but  what i t  means is  that  i f  the
dn ion is t  m ino r i t y  i n  the  no r the rn  s i x
coun t ies  do  no t  wan t  a  un i ted  I re land
t h e r e  w o n ' t  b e  o n e .  E f f e c t i v e l y  i t
rneans maintain ing the status quo along
rvi th an at tempt t .o int roduce a measure
o f  devo lu t i on  -  a  po l i cy  wh ich
s ingu la r l y  fa i l ed  in  the  1970s .
Clear ly a f i rm comrni tmenE to the
reun i f i ca t i on  o f  I re land  and  a  B r i t i sh
w i thd rawa l  i s  a  l ong  way  o f f .

The Ewo arguments most commonly used
rvi th in the party for  the maintenance
of Br i t i .sh ru le are t .he defence of
Unionistsf  democrat ic  r ights and the
prevent ion of  a "b lood bathr f .  The
democra t i c  r i gh ts  o f  t he  a r t i f i c i a l l y
c rea ted  Un ion is t  ma jo r i t y  i n  the  Nor th
are defended at  the expense of  the
democra t i c  r i gh ts  o f  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f
I r ish people.  The Northern state r . ,as

The  l r i sh  Ve rd i c t

I f  t he  resu l t s  o f  t he  genera l  e lec t i on
f i l led Labour party members wi th a
sense of  g loom, spare a thought for
the supporEers of  the SDLP in Northern
Ire land -  not  to ment ion their  backers
in  the  Br i t i sh  and  I r i sh
es tab l i shments .  F rom a  pos i t i on  in
the  ea r l y  seven t ies  o f  be ing  the  c lea r
e lec to ra l  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  the
na t iona l i - s t  popu la t i on  in  the
prov ince ,  they  now f i nd  themse lves
be ing  ha rd  pushed  by  S inn  Fe in ,  the
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l i ke  to  con t r i bu te  to ,
se l l ,  w r i t . e  to  o r  o the rw ise  suppor t
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Editorial

,ETER LABOUR tsRIEFING has been ser ur
by mernbers of the CLP r.rho are
par t i cu la r l y  concerned  to
advance  soc ia l i s t  Do l i c ies

d e f e n d  a n d
w i t h l n  t h e

P o r t : '

T i re re  a re  many  fo rces ,  bo th  i ns ide  and
ou ts ide  the  Par ty ,  vh i ch  a re
p ressur i s in3  us  to  d rop  ou r  soc ia l i s t
po l i c ies .  These  noE ions  rnusL  f i rm ly  be
res is ted  -  t he i r  accep t .ance  rvou id  na rk
a  g ross  be t raya l  o f  ou r  p r inc i_p les  and
c o n n i t n e n t s .  I n a g , i n e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a
l e a d c r  o f  r h e  T o r v  p a r t y  w h o ,  a f t e r
L o s j " n 3  a n  e l e c L i o n ,  a d v i s e s  h i s / h e r
co1  lea3ues  to  abandon  cap i . ta l i sm as
the basis of  Lhe j - r  part  y  pro3rar, rne !
; ; o ,  \ ' / e  d id  no t  l ose  the  e lec t i -on
b e c e u s e  o u r  c o l i c i e s  w e r e  L o o
s o c i a l i s t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o t h e r  n o r c
co ' : rp1ex  reasons ,  as  a r t i c les  i n  th i s
cd  i  L io : r  , v i  11  shorv .

i r ' i rat  rve need to do now is BUILD on our
soc ia l i s t  p rog ra ru te  -  as  never  be fo re ,
' r €  r e q u i r e  a  c l e a r ,  c r e d i b l e  a n d

r h e r e n t  s e t  o f  p o l i c i e s  r v h i c h  1 s
pab le  o f  tack l i ng  the  fundanen ta l

p r o b l e m s  o f  o u r  s i c k  c a p i t a l i s l
soc ie ty .  l ie  nus t  becorne I l {  REALITY r ,he
p a r t y  I ' r h i c h  o r g a n i s e s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o
Tory  a t tac lcs  on  the  r ' reak  and the  s ick ,
t h e  y o u n g  a n d  t h e  o l d ,  t h e  p a r t v  r , r h i c h
i s  d e d i c a f e d  t o  e l i m i n a t i n g  s e x i s n  a n d
r a c i s n ,  a n d  t o  t o  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  c a u s e
o f  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e .

l ' le  l : l^ : , :  that  th is Br ief ing ' ; i11 be a
use fu l  i n fo rna t ion  se rv i ce  to  nembers
o f  the  pa rcy .  t su t  more  inpor tan t l y  i re
see l<  to  s t i i r u la te  ac t i ve ,  soc ia l  i s t
c iebate in t i re const i - tuency.



c rea ted  in  1921 ,  a f te r  the
o v e r w h e l m i n g  v i c L o r y . : f  S i n n  F e i n  a t
the  l9 l8  genera l  e lec t . i on ,  and  rap i_d ly
cons t ruc ted  a  reg ime  based  on
sec ta r ian is rn  and  d i sc r im ina t iou .  I t
can  be  no  more  accep tab le  today
because  i t  has  ex i s ted  fo r  s i x f y
years .  The  reac t ionary  consequenc ies
o f  the  pa r t i t i on  a re  s t i l l  ve ry  much
a1 ive ,  and  a f fec t  no t  on ly  the
na t iona l i s t  popu la t i on .  The  d i v i s ions
w i th in  the  work ing  c lass  in  the  s i x
count ies mean that  both communit ies
share ,  a lbe i t  uneven ly ,  i n  some o f  the
worsE  hous ing  cond i t i ons ,  unemp loyment
and  soc ia l  amen i t i es  i n  Wes te rn
Europe .

To  a rgue  tha t  the  Br i t i sh  p resence  i s
p reven t ing  a  "b lood  ba th "  i s  to  reduce
the  I r i sh  peop le  to  the  s ta tus  o f
na t i ves  who  a re  unab le  to  manage  the i r
own  a f fa i r s  w i thou t  ass i s tance  f rom
the  c i v i l i sed  Br i r i sh .  Peacekeep ing
f qr t h e Br i r igh_ie-A_i ne I U d e d,sq _1_e_c_r :L v e
assass ina ! ion ,  sa tu ra t i on  pa t ro l l i ng ,
i n t e n s i v e  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  t o r t u r e  a n d
b r u r a l i t y .  I r  m i g h t  b e  b e t t e r  r o  c a l l
rh i s  rep ress ion I  The  nuch  p rophes ied
"b lood  ba th "  wou ld  p resumab ly  be
p e r p e r t r a t e d  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s r s  b y
Un ion is t s .  Bu t  the  Br i t i sh  bave  a r r ' , red
and  t ra ined  the  ove rwhe lm ing ly
Un ion i "s t  RUC and  UDR.  A  Br i r i sh
w i thd rawa l  wou ld  need  to  be
accompan ied  by  the  d i sa rn ing  and
breakup  o f  these  fo rces .  The i r  can  be
no guarantee that  there r . 'ould be no
v io lence ,  bu t  B r i t i sh  w i thd ra r , ra l  r vou ld
i n d i c a t e  t o  U n i o n i s L s  t h a L  B r i t a i n  r . r a s
no  longer  p repared  to  shore  up  the
{ ) range  s ta te .  They  rvou ld  be  f  o rced  to
cone  to  Le r r f l s  w i th  the  ne r . /  s i t ua [ ion
a n d  L a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  a  U n i t e d
I re land  whose  fo r in  r vou ld  be  dec ided  bv
a ' l  1  T r i  c l r  n a n r - l  a

S o r , r e  p a r t y  m e m b e r s  a r g u e  t h a t  s u c h  a
p  e  rsp  ec  L i  ve  wou ld  condernn t i - re
L h i i o n i s t s  t o  a  p o s i t i o n  v e r y  s i . m i l a r
L o  t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s l s  i n  L h e
N o r t h ,  b u t  w i c h i n  a  t h e o c r a t i c  I r i s h
R e p u b l i c .  B u t  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a
s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i c i e s  o f
t h e  S o u c h  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o
c r q u a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w e  s t a c e s .
P r o t e s t a n t s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n
sy  s te ina t ica l  l  y  d  i sc  r i  r r ra  ted  aga ins  g
p o l  i t i c a l l y , s o c i a l  1 y
e c o n o r , i i c a l l y .  \ { h i l e  r n a n y  f  a c e t s  o f
l i f  e  i n  I h e  S o u t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r , , s
o n  a b o r t i o n ,  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a n d
h o n o s e x u a l i t y ,  a r e  u n s a L i s f a c t o r v  i t
i ; i u s t  b e  r e n e n r b e r e d  t h a t  B r i t i s h
s t a t u t e s  o n  t h e s e  m a t L e r s  d o  n o t  c o v c r
t h e  s i - x  c o u n t i e s .  O n e  t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e
[ r . / o  s L a L e s  c u r r e n t l y  s h a r e  i s  a
c l i m a t e  o f  m o r a l  r e p r c s s i o n .

L a s t l y ,  l 4 a r x ' s  d i c l u m  t h a t  ' a  n a t i o n
r ^ ' h i c h  e n s l a v e s  a n o t h e r  c a n  n e v e r
i t s e l f  b e  f r e e '  i s  c l e a r l r '  b o r n e  o u t
b y  B r i t a i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w j - t h

I r e l a n d .  T h e  u n i c l '  o f  t h e  B r i r i s h
r u l i  n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  i n
n a i n t a i n i n g  B r i t a i n ' s  h o l d  o v e r  t h e
s i x  c o u n t i e s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e
i d e o l o g i c a l  b a g g a g e  i m p e d i n g  m o v e s
t o w a r d s  s o c i a l i s m  a t  h o m e .

T  C iq r ke
T C orrc l i

Why Did

Labour

Lossj
0n June 9 1983, Mrs Thatcher won
handsome ly  the  twe l t .h  genera l  e lec t i on
s ince  the  war .  W i th  397  sea ts  she  has
a  l88  ma jo r i t y  ove r  Labour ;  t he
la rges t  such  ma jo r i t y  i n  fo rEy  years .
Ye t  these  f i 3u res  shou ld  no t  d i sgu ise
the  fac t  tha t  the  Conserva t i ves  d id
no t  do  we l l ;  i n  1979  rhey  ob ra ined
43.97" of  the pol l  ;  i_n 1983 rhey
ach ieved  on ly  43 .52 ,  desp i te  fou r
years  o f  Tha tcher i sn  sa tu ra t i ng
B r i t i s h  s o c i e t y .  1 9 8 3  d i d  n o r  g i v e  r h e
Tor ies  the  share  o f  the  popu la r  vo te
t h e y  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s ,  n o r ,  t o
nake  an  in te rna t iona l  compar i son ,  tha t
o f  the  German  Chr i s t i an  Denocra ts .
Ovenvhe lm ing ly ,  t he  po in t  i s  tha t  i n
the  tuo  pa r t y  sys ten  wh ich  i s
e n g r a i n e d  i n t o  B r i t i s h  e l e c t o r a l
p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y
v i c to ry  was  ensured  no f  by  the
persuas iveness  o f  the  Tha tcher i te
rvo r ld  v iew over  the  r . i o rk ing  c lass ,  bu t
by  the  u t te r  weakness  o f  the  L ,abour
o p p o s i t i o n .  T h u s  i t  i s  r h e  i n a b i l i r y
o f  l he  Labour  Par t y  to  moun t  an
e f f e c t i v e  c h a l l e n g e  t o  T h a t c h e r i s m
r h a t  r e q u i r e s  e x p l a n a L i o n .

Ti{E I1YSTIFY1NG EXCUSES OF ]]IE RIGI-IT

L a b o u r ' s  d e f e a t  a t  t h e  p o 1 l s  i s
lead ing  to  a  pos t  l no r tem.  l , l any  o f  the
Lrxcuses  a re  e i the r  pe r iphera l  o r
i n c o r r e c L .
I t  i s  a r3ued  tha t  we  los t  because  the
m e d i a ,  D a r t i c u l a r l l '  ! - 1 e e t  S L r e e t ,  w a s
a E a i n s I  u s .  T h i s  i s  a  r i d i c u l o u s
e x c u s e ;  L h e  c a p i t a l i s t  m e d i a  h a s  n e v e r
s u p p o r L e d  S o c i a l i s m  a n d  n e v e r  w i 1 1 .
To  say  thaE we  los t  because  o f  the
med ia  i s  l i ke  a  boxer  c la im i .ng  he  los r
a f  ight  because he was punched. t r le
mus [  v / i n  the  bacc le  o f  i deas  no t  b lame
o u r  o p p o n e n t s  f o r  f i g h t i n g .

I t  i s  a rgued ,  no t  pe rhaps  in  so  many
w o r d s ,  t h a t  w e  l o s t  b e c a u s e  B r i t i s h
w o r k i n g  o e o p l e  r e j e c t  S o c i a l i s m ,  a n d
the re fo re  l de  mus t  change  ou r  o rog ra r rme
a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  w i n .  I t  i s
assu .ned  he re ,  qu i te  r . r rong ly ,  t ha t .
t t re re  i s  so ; le th ing  to  be  ga ' i ned  f  ro i r
j. e t t i :o n i n g, th q-.lo_r g li ! y e l 9_l r ac r. i ca 1
coherence  o f  Soc ia l i sn ,  by  re rnov ing
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  f r o m  B r i t i s h
p c l i L i c s  a n d  b y  j o i n i n 3  t h e  A l l i a n c e
:nd  the  Tor ies  i n  suppor t  o f
c a p i t a l i s n ,  t h u s  e n d o r s i n g  a I 1  t h e
in jus t l ces  rvh ich  the  Labour  rnovenen t
v . ' as  c reaEed  to  e rad ica te .  Indeed  to
fo l1or. r  th ls path would be to hand an
3ven  g , r caLer  v i c to ry  to  the  Tor i -es
than  lhey  r "on  in  i 933 .

I.IHY LABOUR LOST

i ' ie lost  in 1983 because the socia l
denroc ra t i c  ra the r  than  soc ia l i sL  i deas
that  the Part .y fo l lorved afrer  1940 and
rvh ich  fu rn i shed  ou r  successes  (1966?)
were  Eo ta l l y  de func t .  These  ideas  were
based  on  two  e r roneous ,  bu t
o p D o r t u n i s t i c ,  a s s u n p t i o n s :

(  I  )  thaE Labour could
cap i ta l i sm so  tha t  the
g ,eneraEed  cou ld  be  used  to
work ing  peop le ;  thus  the re
longer  any  need  fo r  C lause  IV
soc ia l i s t  ecqnomy;
(2 )  tha t  po l i t i cs  was  abou t  reach ing
agreement wi t .h business and the:
inst i tut ions of  the sEate at  the
negoE ia t ing  tab le  backed  up  on ly  by
votes;  thus there was no longer any
need for  a mass movement or  for
po l i t i cs  based  on  the  c lass  s t rugg le .

Bu t  today  cap i ta l i sm fa i l s  to  g row and
Thatcher refuses Eo negot. iate wi th
Labour .  The  o ld  ; . r1 i t i cs  i s  dead .
The Keynesian/corporate strategy
presen ted  by  Shore  i s  re jec ted  by
working people because f rom at  least
1966  i t  f a i l ed  to  de l i ve r  any th ing  and
because the strategy has been revealed
t o  b e  a b s u r d .

manaSe
s u r p l u  s
b e n e f i t
was  no

a n d  a

!3__1_rle_ins i"de the Labour Partv 1 S

no t  a l l  b lack  and  the  R igh r  do  no t
ho ld  comp le t .e  sway .  Espec ia l l y  s ince
the  e lec to ra l  de fea t  i n  1979  the  Le f t
has at tempted to correct  the
rev i s ion is t  e r ro rs  wh ich  con tamina te
Br i t i sh  soc ia l i sm.  Bur  the  Le f t
cen t red  ma in l y  ou ts ide  o f  Par l i amen t
i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n
has no t  ye t  managed to  change t .h
leadersh ip  o f  the  Par r_y ,  _b_u!_e1_ l l  to

dump incomple te  and ' r reso lu t . ion

o r i e n t e d r '  l e f E  p o l i c i e s  o n  a
r i g h t - w i n g  l e a d e r s h i p .  l l e  c a n n o t
e x p e c t  H a t t e r s l e y  a n d  S h o r e  t o
ca inpa ign  fo r  un i la te ra l  nuc lear
d i s a r m a m e n t ,  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  t h e  E E C
a n d  f o r  a  s o c i a l i s t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
A E S .  T h e i r  s u b s t i r u c i o n  f o r  r h e  o l d
l l n e  b y  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e
p o l i c i e s  c a u s e d  s u c h  a  m u d d l e  t h a t
e v e n  a  c h i l d  c o u l d  h a v e  d i s m i s s e d  t h e
l a b o u r  P a r t v .

I n  sho r t ,  t he  p rac t i ca l  s i t ua t ion
today  i s  tha t  no  longer  i s  the  Br i t i sh
e lec t .o ra te  to  choose  eve ry  f i ve  years
o r  s o ,  a s  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  a n d
s ixL ies ,  be t rveen  the  t t r i gh t t t
(Conserva t i . ve )  and  " l e f t "  (Labour )
ve rs ion  o f  consensus  po l i t i cs ,  bu t
beLween  a  c1ear ,  bus iness -o r ien te r l  and
popu l i s t  To ry  pa r ry  on  rhe  r i ghE  wh ich
wi l l  have no Eruck ru i th organised
labour and a muddled socia l is t  Darr .

LABOUR Ai{D THE CONSENSUS I94O-79

In che per iod i940-48 rhe Labour party
was  p rog ress ive ly  i n t roduced  as  an
al ternat ive and legi t i rnate governrnent

" a r t y .  
F r o n  t h e  e s r a b l i s h m e n t ' s

perspect ive Labour Mi p ' roved i t  could
govern  rv i thou t  endanger ing  Br i t i sh
cap i ta l i s rT l  .  . {d rn i t t ed l y ,  t he  necessary
involvement of  Labour in the war- t ime
coa l i t i on  and  the  ove rvhe lm ing
endorsement of  Labour in 1945 were not
r^relcorne to the Conservat ive Party,  but
given the v/ar  which mobi l ised the
work ing  c lass  o f  the  1930 's ,  t he
Tor ies had t .o nake certa in
concess ions ;  Iuck i l y  they  were  ab fe  to
do  so ,  g i ven  i {a rsha l l  -a id ,
Keynes ian ism and  war r to rn  compet i t . o rs .
I t  was  che  1940 's  wh ich  la id  the  bas is
fo r  consensus .
i / ichin-an 

--e ipanding 
capi t .a l ism, 

"rybe tween  1938  and  1955 ,  the  s tandard  o f
J- iv ing for  working people appeared to
be  r i s ing ;  Labour  was  p roud  o f  i t s

on the lef t  which is  d iv ided int . r / r
t hose  a re  deve lop i -ng  a  coheren t  t
soc ia l i sm fo r  rhe  l9B0 's  and  1990 's  I
(eg  Benn  and  L i v ings tone)  and  those  I
don ina t ing  the  leadersh ip  o f  t he  pa rcy  I
r vho  a re  en t renched  in  a  fa i l ed  oas t  I
(eg  l l a t te rs ley ,  Shore  and  Go ld ing ) .  

i



1 9 4 i - 5 1  r e c o r d .  i j u t  w h a t  u n d e r p i n n e d
the  pe r i -od  f  ro rn  the  th .e  rn id - fo r t i es  to
the  seven t ies  r vas  an  i -mp l i c i t  dea l
be tween  l , abour  and  the  Tor ies :  i f
Lebour  uphe ld  and  worked  w i th in  the
processes  o f  B r i t i sh  cap i ta l i sm and
po l i ced  the  c rade  un ions  and  che
work ing  c lass ,  the  Tor ies  wou ld  no t
undermi.ne the post-1945 reforns such
as  fu l1  emp loyment  and  the  NHS.
Labour  l eaders  and  to  a  ce r ta in  ex ten t
the  Labour  Par t y  were  in teg ra ted  in to
the  cap i ta l i s t  sys tem.  Th is  was  the
under l y ing  s t ruc tu re  wh ich  shaped
Br iE ish  po l i t i cs  un t i l  t he  r i se  o f
Tha tcher i sm.

LABOUR IN GOVERNIENT AND THE COLLAPSE
OF CONSENSUS

Between 1964-79 Labour was in
govern rnen t  excep t  fo r  Ehree  and  a  ha l f
yea rs  du r ing  the  l ' l ea th  chaos .  l . J i l son
be l ieved  tha t  1951-64  had  been  the
years  o f  the  t t r i gh t t t  consensus
pol  i t ics ;  post  1964 \ . /as to be Lhe
" le f  t  t  s t t  t u rn .  Th is  co rnp lacen t
s imp l i c iEy  cog@j
Br i t i sh  i -ndus t ry  was  be ing  ove r taken
by  he r  European  compet i to rs ,  t he  te rms
o f  t rade  were  inc reas ing ly
un favourab le  to  B r i t a in  and  the re  \ ras
no coherent  modernisat ion prograf iure.
A  " r i gh t t t  p rog ramme cou ld  have
weakened  Lhe  work ing  c lass ,  cu t  i t s
consumpt j -on ,  i nc reased  p ro f i t s  and
encouraged  inves tmen t i  a  t t l e f t "

programme could have maintained
work ing  c lass  consumpt ion  and  en fo rced
inves tmen t  th rough  naL iona l i sa t i on  and
regu la t i on .  As  ne i the r  was  fo l l o rved ,
t h e  c r i s i s  o f  B r i  t i s h  c a p i t a l i s n r
deepened  and  became apparen t  by  the
l a t e r  1 9 6 0 ' s ,  b u t  W i l s o n  c l u n g  E o  t h e
consensus  dea l ,  and  so  a f te r  e i3h teen
rnon ths  d id  Hea th .

B y  t h e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 ' s  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  i n
j - t s  o ld  fo rm cou ld  no  longer  be  he ld
t o g e c h e r ;  i n d u s t r i e s

",i 
er e

c o i l a p s i n g ( e g  s t e e l ) ;  u n e r n p l o y n e n t  a n d
i n f l a t i o n  w e r e  r i s i n g .  I r o n i c a l l y  t h e
f  i rs t  to break the consensus r , ras the
Labour  government  i n  favour  o f  che
" r i 3 h l t t  b y  i n c r o d u c i n g  a u s L c r i t y
m e a s u r e s , d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e
I n te rna t iona l  l l one ta ry  Fund ,  wh ich
i d e o l o g i c a l l y  e n h a n c e d  C a p i t a l ' s  c a s e .
Y e t  t h e  T o r i e s  c r i e d  " t o o  l i L t l e "  t o o
la te t t  .

THATCHERIS:.1

Jus t  as  i npo r t .an t  was  the  e lec t i on  o f
Tha tcher  as  l eader  o f  t he  Conserva t i ve
Par ty  i n  1975  and  the  r i se  o f  the  "new
right'r, 

' 
ivhich because 

--'f--- 
;E?

au tho r i t a r ian  na tu re  o f  the  Tor ies ,
ve ry  qu ick l y  be , - -ane  the  new o r thodoxy .

Tha tcher i te  economic  i deo logy  a l l ows
ca-o i ta1  Lo  save  i t se l f  by  a l l ow ing  a
rea r rangement  i n  o rde r  to  i nc rease  the
the  ra te  o f  p ro f  i t  re '3a rd less  o f  the
soc  j . a l  cos ts ;  t h i s  rea r rangenen t  i . s
po r t rayed  as  ob jec t i ve l y  necessary .
Bureauc racy  and  consensua l  p rag ,na t i sn
(unadnr i rab le  and  un insp i r i ng  as  they
are )  a re  made  the  , "na in  scape-goa ts ;  i n
t h e i r  p l a c e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  p o p u l i s m ,  a s
\?e sa\r i  dur ing the Falk l .ands i i rar ,  and
ind iv idua l i s rn  -  p roposa ls  fo r
s t rengLhen ing  Ehe  fa rn i l y  g roup  -  a re
bo th  p rono ted ;  Labour i sm i s  thus
ind  i c ted  .

In 1979 Thalc-Lrg_r w?-s_e_Leq!q_d and began
to  imp lenen t  Ehe  t t r i -ghEt t  ve rs ion
ou t l i ned  above .  Desp i te  the
indus t r i a l  co l l apse ,  mass  unemp loyment
and creeping author i tar i -anisn,  l ,abour
has  n roved  unab le  to  moun t  a  se r ious

soc ia l i s t  a l t . e rna t i ve  to  Tha tcher i sm,
and  in  1983  the  Tor ies  were
re -e1ec t .ed ,  o t r  a  l ower  po l l  ,  w iLh  an
inc reased  Par l i amen ta ry  ma jo r i t y .

LABOUR'S RUT

l,abour,  however ,  rernains innpotent  :
(  I  )  The Labour leadership and part .y
bu reauc racy  have  los t  the i r
campa ign ing  fe rvour ,  and  a re  t i ed  Eo
consensus  wh ich  the  Tor ies ,  bus iness
and  the  Es tab l i shment  re jec t ;
(2 )  In  t . he  p resen t  c r i  s i s  the
consensus  po l i t i cs  a re  economica l l y
unv iab le  and  ga in  l i t t l e  en thus iasn
f  rom a populat ion vho has r . rho has seen
them t r i ed  and  fa i l ,  end ing  on ly  i n
bu reauc racy  and  co rpo ra t i sm;
(3 )  The  le f c  i n  the  labour  Par t y ,
dominan t  i n  the  cons t i t uenc ies ,  l ed  by
r lenn ,  r i gh t l y  wan t  to  end  these  these
my ths ,  resLore  Che  necess i tY  o f
ao l i t i cs  based  on  c lass  s r rugg le  and
in t roduce  a  de rnoc ra t i ca l l y  p lanned
soc ie ty  and  economy,  i e  Soc ia l i sm.

Bu t  the  Labour  r i gh t  w ing ,  l i ke  any
don inen t  gJ i_ lg ,  w i l l  no t  y ie ld  and  the
consequent st rug3, le for  porver and the
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t
con fuses  the  vo rk ing  c lass .  I l a tLe rs
a re  no t  he lped  by  the  Labour  r i . gh t
r v i n g ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  T o r i e s ,
s l a n d e r i n g  t h e  1 e f t .

Ye t  the  Labour  l e f t  i s  the  on ly
a l L e r n a t i v e  t o  T h a t c i r e r i s r n ;  s o c i a l i s m
i s  t h e  o n l y  a I  t e r n a t i v e  t o  t o  a
decay ing  cap i ta l i s r i l .  Un t i l  t he
c o n s e n s u s  i s  f i n a l l y  n a d e  r e d u n d a n c
and  the  c lass  s t rug3 , le  i s
r e - i n t r o C u c e d  i n t o  o u r  p o l i t i c s .  a n d
we i v i l l  no t  

" i "  " ;a  
Tha tcher i s :n  w i l l .

r e m a i n  d o m i n a n t .

bV P. ilo*,nq

The Leader
O n  t i r e  e v e n l n g  o f  . J u n e  1 2  w h e r r  C l i v e
J e n k i n s  h a s t i l y  b r o k e  t h e  n e w s  o f
l  i i c h a e l  F o o t ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n  ,  t h e r e
c o u i d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  P a r t v  r n e m b e r s
r ' r h o  d i d n ' t  h e a v e  a  e , u i e t  s i g h  o f
r e 1  i e f  .

F o r  L h r e e  w e e k s  u p  r o  . J u n e  9  w e  h a d  t o
v r a t c h  F o o t  s t u m b l e ,  b u m b l e  a n d  b l u s t e r
w h i i e  i . i r b o u r  p o l i c y  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  a n d
v e r v  n u b l i c l y  f e l l  t o  p i e c e s  o n  e v e r v
[e ]  e  v  i s  io  n  sc  reen in  the  coun Lr  y  .  i - le
l r i e d  e v e r y t l r i n g  e x c e p t  a n  h o n e s t ,
f u l  l - b l o o d e d  c o r n m i L n e n t  L o  L a b o u r

l o l i c , , ' : : n d  a s  a  r e s r . r l t  r " ' i l 1  1 1 o  d o w n  a s
o n 3  o f  t h e  n o s t  h u n i l i a t e d  o p o o s i [ i o n
l e a d e  r s  o f  t h e  t \ . r e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

F o o t ' s  h a s t y  d e p a r t u r e  m i g h t  s i g n a l
t h e  e n d  o f  L a b o u r ' s  d a r k  a g e s  a n d  t h e
b e 3 i n n i n g  o f  : o 1 i t j " c a l  r e n e w a l ;  b u c
o n l v  i f  w e  c h o o s e  a  l e a d e r  w h o  w i l l
take  fo r ' , ' ra rd  soc ia l i sc  po l i c ies  and
o r g a n i s c  i . r  r i e f e n d  t h o s e  a t  r i s k  u n d e r
T h : t c . ' . : r ^ ' s  r , : i g n .  E v e r y t h i n g  n o \ , i
de ;en . is  oa  rvhat  Ehe labour  movement

i e c i d e s  b e t w e e n  n o w  a n d  O c t o b e r .

T h e  s t a k e s  t h i s  t i m e  a r e  h i g h .  T h e
e l e c t i c n  o f  a  l e a d e r  w i l l  n o t  b e  a
c h o i c e  o f  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  a b o u t
d e c i d i n g  w h o  l o o k s  b e s t  o n  ' r Q u e s t i o n

T i m e " ,  i t  w i l l  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  b e  a

c h o i c e  a b o u t .  h o w  t h e  P a r t . y  c a n  b e
r e b u i l t  a n d  r v h a t  s o r t  o f  p a r t y  i t  r v i - 1 1
b e .

C o n s i d e r  t h e  c h o i c e s .  S h o r e  a n d
I { a t t e r s l e y  b o t h  s t a n d  f  i r r n l y  o n  t h e
Righ t  ;  i  f  e i  t .her  were  e lec  ted  ,  h i  s
p r i o r i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  c l e a r :  a b a n d o n
l a b o u r ' s  n u c l e a r  p o l i c y ;  a d o p t  a n
economic progranune based on wage
c o n t r o l s ;  t a c i E l y  a c c e p f  m o n e t a r i s m
a n d  p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e  c u t s ;  i n  s h o r t
r e s u r r e c t  a l l  t h e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h
p r o v e d  s u c h  a  r o a r i n g  s u c c e s s  u n d e r
Ca l laghan/  Hea ley  and wh ich  the  Par ty

h a s  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  s h a k e  o f f  e v e r

s i n c e .  E v e n  i f  e l e c t e d ,  ( d o e s  a n y o n e

r e a l 1 y  b e l i e v e  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  w a n E s

a  r e p e a t  o f  
' 7 4 - ' 7 9 >  s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t

rvou ld  cer ta in lY  co tne  Eo the  same

i g n o i n i n i o u s  e n d ;  t h e  r e s u l E i n g  w o r k i n g

c l a s s  d e m o r a l i s a t i o n  w o u l d  o p e n  t h e

r o : r d  t o  a n  e v e n  m o r e  v i c i o u s  T o r y

a  t  t .ack  than lasL  r -  ime .

l .abour  may no  t  sur  v  i  ve  such an

e x p e r i e n c e .  B u t  t h e y  k n o w  t h a t .  t h e y

c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t h a t  f a r  e a s i l Y ;  i n

o r d e r  t o  e f f e c t  s u c h  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s

t t rey  r lou l .  have to  push th rough a

v igorous  r . ' i t ch l tun t  ag ,a ins t  the  le f  t ,

d r i v i n g  o u t  t i r e  B e n n i t e s  a n d

e m a s c i r l ' . - t i - r r ;  t h e  
t t s o f t t t  L e f t  s o  t h a t

n o t  a  v o i c e  v r o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  a g a i n s t

t h e m .  I s  t h a t  t h e  k i n d  o f  P a r t Y  w e

w i s h  t o  b u i l d  ?  T h e  r e s u l t  w o u l d  b e  a

s h e l l  b e r e f t  o f  i n t e r n a l  l i - f e  a n d  w i t h

f e w  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o r  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e

s e e k i n g  p o l i t l c a l  s o l u t i o n s .

I i i n n o c k  i . s  i i l o r e  a E  E r a c t i v e  t o  m a n y

P a r i l u  m e m b e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  y o u t h ,  a

s u . r p o s e d  a b i l i r y  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  p r e s s '

h i s  l e f t - r . r i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t h e  p i o u s

h o p e  t h a t  h e  c a n  u n i t e  t h e  P a r t Y .  0 f

t h e s e  m a n y  v j - r L u e s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t

c o n n o L  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a L

h e  i s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r

c a n d i c i a t e s  f o r  l e a d e r .

i f h a t e v e r  s o c i a l i s t  c r e c l e n t i a l s  h e

possesseC a i -e  norv  f  a r  beh ind :  i t  l vas

h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  v o t e  f o r  T o n Y  B e n n  i n

t ; : e  D e p u t y  L e a d e r s h i p  c o n L e s t  w h i c h

: l a v e  t h e  p o s t  t o  H e a l e Y  w h o  d i d  u s  s o

m u c h  g o o d  i n  L h e  G e n e r a l  E l e c c i o n ;  h e

w a s  o n l y  a  l a t e  c o n v e r t  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f

a u t o m a t i c  r e s e l e c L i o n  o f  l ' { P ' s ;  i t  w a s

h i s  v o t e  w h i c h  d e n i e d  c h e  i { a t i o n a l

E , * b . L r i u E C o m m i t t e e  c o n t r o l - o v e i  t h e

m a n i f e s t o ;  l i k e  F o o t ,  h e  c a n e  o u t

a g a i n s t  P e t e r  T a t c h e l l ,  t h e r e b Y

preparin_g___ the -_ sISYl_q fot .T

Bernondsey  d i sas te r ;  he  has  vo ted  fo r
e v e r y  s i n g l e  e x p u l s i o n  f r o n  t h e  P a r t y .

I i i s  ab i l l - t y  to  hand le  rhe  med ia  i s
equa l  l y  ques t ionab le ;  the  Eru th  i s
tha t  no  Labour  po l i c i c ian  o r  t rade
u;r ionisL or  Cl iD leader or  f  emini-st  or
3r ' r ) 'one who opposes the pr incip les on
r . rh i ch  th i s  soc ie ty  i s  o rgan ised  can
ex?ec t  fa i r  t rea tmen t  on  the  TV o r
hones t  repor t i ng  in  the  p ress ;  tha t  i s
t i - re lesson which Benn, Scargi-11 and
the women at  Greenham Common have
lea rned  and  the  labour  movement  shou ld
no t  fo r3e t  i t .  The  fac t  tha t  they  can
knocl< r . ; re stuf  f ing out  of  Ki .nnock as
we l l  as  they  d id  ou t  o f  Foo t  was
graph ica l l y  i l l usc ra red  by  rhe
hys te r ia  they  wh ipped  up  a f te r  h i s
remark  abou t  t t gu ts t t  a t  B lu f  f  Cove .
i lhat  chance do l , re have to bui- ld
soc ia l i sn  i f  ou r  l eader  a lways  has  to
toe  a  l i ne  d ra rvn  by  a  cap i ta l i sL  p ress
?

A s  F o o t ' s  h e i r - a p p a r e n t  K i n n o c k ' s
capac i t y  to  un i te  Ehe  Par ty  nus t  be  in



doub t .  S ince  peace  \ ras  supposed  to
h a v e  b r o k e n  o u t  a t  B i s h o p ' s  S t o r t f o r d ,
the  r i gh t  has  in  fac t  con t inued  to
a t tack  the  le f t  w i th in  the  Par ty ;  t hey
fo rced  the  i so la t i on  o f  Ta tche11 ,
es tab l i shed  the  reg is te r ,  b rough t
abou t  the  expu ls ion  o f  che  M i l i t anc
ed i to rs  and  sabo taged  the  le f t
po l i c ies  a t  the  Genera l  E lec t i on ;  they
rv i l1 undoubtedly take up the bat t le
wi th renewed v igour s ince they now
hope to reverse many of  the more
rad ica l  con fe rence  po l i c ies  and  a re
p repared  Lo  be  rou3h  and  d i r t y .
Kinnotk has al ready declared that  i f
e lec ted  the  ques t ion  o f  the  M i l i t an t
"w i11  be  speed i l y  dea l t  w i th r r -  i n
o the r  words  ins tead  o f  un i t i ng  the
Par ty ,  he  i s  p repared  to  see  the  r i gh t
fo rce  more  sp l iE .s  and  d i v i s ions .

I f  Labour  i s  to  be  rebu i l t  so  tha t  i t
can ta lce up the f ight  against  the
Tor ies  and  the i r  A l l i ance  f r i ends ,  we
lust-  cont inue the f ight  for  socia l is t
pol ic ies whi le at  Ehe same t ime
turning the Party outwards into the
cornmun i t i es  and  workp laces .  Above  a l l
we  mus t  show t rade  un ion is t s ,  women '
peace  campa igners ,  b lack '  PeoP le  ,
you th , the  unemp loyed ,  the  e lde r l y  -  i n
other words aI1 those who the Tor ies
have marked out  as their  v ic t ims
that  Labour is  prepared to organise to
defend them. This L i rne we need a
leader who wi l l  s tand four-square
beh ind  th i s  f i gh t .

Benn vould have been the best
candidate by far  to organise Labour
a1-ong, these l ines.  In h j .s  absence i t
has  fa l l en  ro  E r i c  He f fe r ,  and  M ichae l
i ' leacher in the Deputy contest ,  to
ca i : rpa ign  fo r  th i s  t ype  o f  pe rspec t i ve .

I t  i s  un l i ke l y  tha t  He f fe r  can  rv in  i n
Oc tober ;  never the less ,  s ince  the
e lecL ion  i s  by  exhaus t i ve  ba l1oc  '
Pa r t y  nembers  who  ag ree  w i th  de fend ing
con fe rence  po l i cy ,  oppos ing  fu r the r
expu ls ions ,  and  tu rn ing  the  Par ty  i n to
a  v igo rous  campa ign ing  o rgan isa t ion
shou ld  vo te  fo r  He f fe r  i n  the  f i r s t
round to demonstrate Eo the the Press
and the future leader that  there is  a
sizable port ion of  the Party rvhich has
no t  tu rned  i t s  back  on  soc ia l i sm.  I f
I l e f fe r  does  no t  succeed ,  the  on lY
al ternat ive at  th is--E;E-- is  to 

'  
vote

for  Kinnock in order to prevent the
r igh t  r ' r i ng  hav ing  a  v i c to ry  wh ich
cou ld  c r ipp le  Ehe  Par ty  fo r  many  years
to  come.

Ca, t r l l

I t  r . ' as  the  na t iona l  l eadersh ip ' s  l ack
of  co; l rn i tnent  and c lear port rayal  of
Par t y  po l i cy  r ' rh i ch  , l ed  to  ou r

elecLoral  def  eat ;  that  \ t 'as the
consensus  o f  Pennsy lvan ia /S t  Dav id ' s
branch.  Er, rphasis r t ras Placed on
elecLing a leadershiP which \ ras in

Lune  w i th  Par t y  Po l i cY .  In  an  open
baf lo t  f  or  leader i ' le i1 Kinnock
rece ived  10  vo tes ,  E r i c  He f fe r  6  and
Roy  I l ac te rs ley  1 .  Fo r  depu ty  l eader
ii ichael l ' ieacher won bY a clear
rna jor  i ty .

The branch also passecl  a resolut ion
for  Exeter  CLP to hold a mass meet inE
of Party t . terrbers to decide the

leadership which rvould widen the

franchise beyoncl  the GMC. Cal1s for
postal  bal  lot  were overrvhelrn ingly
de fea  ted  .

elections

i ' l ay  3 rd  1984 might .  seem a  long r i rne
a h e a d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  d a y  o n  w h i c h
L a b o u r  c a n  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  E x e t e r  C i t y
C o u n c i l .  I f  w e  a r e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s
a i m  w e  m u s t  b e g i n  t o  p l a n  o u r  c a m p a i g n
a l m o s t  i r n m e d i a t e l y .  T h e  l o c a l
e l e c t i o n s  t h i s  y e a r  l e f t  L a b o u r  w i t h
t e n  s e a t s ,  b u t  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  s e a t s  t o
b e  c o n t e s t e d  n e x t  y e a r  n o n e  a r e  h e l d
b y  L a b o u r  c o u n c i l l o r s  a n d  f i v e  o f  E h e m
a r e  e x t r e n e l y  m a r g i n a l .  L e s s  E h a n  t w o
h u n d r e d  v o t e s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  p l a c e s
w o u l d  h a v e  B u a r a n t e e d  t h e s e  s e a t s  i n
l " lay .  Nex t  year  we must  w in  these
s e a t . s  a n d  m o r e .

However  there  is  a  ma jor  p rob lem rvh ich

t h e  l o c a l  p a r t y  m u s t  r e s o l v e  b e t w e e n
now and nex t  l t lav  -  t .he  ques t ion  o f  our
a t t i t u d e  t o  c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t s

; o n t - l - o l 5  o v e r  l o c a l  c o u n c i l s .  M o s t  o f
u s : ! ' e  a w a r e  o f  L h e  v a s l  r a n g e  o f
: : e a s u r e s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  T o r i e s  o v e r
i i i . :  l c i s r  f o u r  y e a r s  t o  r e s t r i c t  l o c a l
; r i . i t i r o r i L i '  s p e i r d i n g .  T h e s e  v a r y  f  r o m
c r i L s  i n  t . : e  r 3 L e  s u p p o r t  g r a n L ,
c - r r L r o l s  o v e r  h o w  s p e c i - f i c  f u n d s  c a n

:  s ' ) € D t ,  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  i n  t e r n s  o f
. , r ' ' - r t  r v i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  a u t h o r i t i e s  w h o

"  i . ; e r s p e n c i t t  o n  G o v e r n n e n t  t a r g e t s .
, i . 1 1  t . h e s e  c o n t r o l s  h a v e  o n e  L i r i n g  i n
c o m m o n  -  C h e y  a r e  l a r g e l y  i n d e p e n d e n l
o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  a
c o u n c i l  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e .

I t  i s  n o  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f
L a b o u r  c o n t . r o l l e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e
c o m e  o n t o  c o n f l i c t  i v i t h  t h e  T o r y

* q o v e r n m e n L  o v e r  t h e s e  c o n t r o l s .  T h e s e
a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e r
L o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  e x t e n d  t o
s h i r e  c o u ; r L i e s  l i k e  A v o n .  D e s p i t e
s e v e r a l  a t t e m p l s  t o  o r g a n i s e  a
c o - o r d i n a t e d  r e s p o n s e  l o  g o v e r n r n e n t

l e g i s l a l i o n ,  m o s t  c o u n c i l s  h a v e
a d o p r e d  a  s t r a t e g y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e
r a t e s  t o  n r a i n t a i n  a  d e c e n L  l e v e l  o f
services and_*,e_y_e_n extend them at a
t ine  rvhen Lhe recess ion  has  begun to

b i t e .

i x e t e r  L a b o u r  P a r t y t s  m a n i f e s L o  f o r

t h e  , i a y  ' 8 3  e l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  s e v e r a l
. ro in t .s  wh ich  wou ld  have Proved
- i f f i c u 1 t . ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o

i i l r lement  under  cur ren t  cenEra l

g o v e r n m e n !  c o n t r o l s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s

; n u c i i  o f  o u r  p o l i c y  o n  l e i s u r e ,  h o u s i n g

and e , i i )1o) , ;Te i tL .  The tone o f  nuc i r  o f

our  lub l i c  .o ropaganda around the

e lec t i . c r r  assumed tha t  a  Labour

G o v - r i . : , r : e  : t  w o u l d  b e  r e t u r n e d  s h o r t l y

e f  r - e r  ' ) u r  v i c t o r y  i n  E x e t e r ,  t h e

: o : r i r c l . . ,  r l o u l d  b e  r e l a x e d ,  a n d  w e

wo ' - t ld  car ry  ouE our  man i f  es to

c o : , 1 i  t n e n t s  .  T h e  r e s u l  l s  o f  J u n e  9 t h

. r a v . :  c h a n g e d  t h i s  s c e n a r i o  o u t  o f  a l l

r e c o g n i  ! i o n .

Our nani f  csto for  i iay 1984 must be
drawn up oi l  the assumpt ion that  there
w i l l  be  a  To ry  Government  ove r  mos t
i f  no t  a l l  o f  t he  pe r iod  in  wh ich
Labour  con t ro l s  Exe te r  C i t y  Counc i l .
Ex i s t i ng  res t ra in ts  on  loca l
e.overnrent  expendi ture wi l l  rernain and
nore  w i t l  be  inc roduced .  In  th i s
. l i tuat ion we must decide whether we
3re  to  e lec t  a  counc i l  mere ly  to  ca r ry
ou t  the  d i c ta ts  o f  t he  Tor ies ,  o r
whether we are to jo in wi th other
Labour  con t ro l l ed  au tho r i t i es  i n
o rgan is ing  a  f i gh tback  aga ins t  the

3overnment .  To  ca r ry  on  as  be fo re
w i l l  l ead  e i the r  to  a  fa l l i ng  away  o f
ou r  suppor t  a t  t he  po l l s  as  ou r
suppor te rs  rea l i se  we  canno t  and  w i l l
no t  fu1 f i l  ou r  p romises ,  o r  a  pe r iod
o f  b i t t e r  d i s i l l us ion  a f te r  the
elect- ion when the voters see that .  we
are  no t  p repared  to  ca r ry  ou t  ou r
p romi  ses .
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WELL

DONE

EXETER

Desp i te  a  d i sas t f  ous  camPa ign  in
r . rh ich l iat ters ley,  Shore and others
a t tacked  pa r t y  po l i cy ,  f o rmu la ted  by
the  t rade  un ions  and  cons t i t uenc ies ,
Exeter  d id bet ter  than anywhere else
in the South-\ , lest ,  and th is was
achieved ru i - th a candidate who
who lehear ted ly  based  h i s  campa ign  on
the rnani f  esto .

Belor . r  is  a l is t  of  the percentage vote
a t ta ined  by  each  CLP in  the  reg ion .

Exe te r
Falmouth and Canborne
Plynouth Devonport
Plyrooutir Drake
Taunton
Br i  dgervater
Plymouth SuEton
Dorset  West
S t .  I v e s
Sumerton and Frone
Wel ls
Teignbr idge
Torbay
South ilams
Devon r ' {est  and Torr idge
T ive r ton
Honi ton
Devon Nort l l
Yeovi l
Cornwal l  South East
Truro
Cornwal l  Nort l - t


